
Model Your Heroes
Dr. and Mrs. Wendell 

Evans have been a great 

influence on my life.

Dr. Ray Young and his  father  pose with 

me after  a Memorial Day service. These 
men have been my model and fashion 

guides, not the movies and magazines.

To the right are pastors we have worked with some 

in helping to start their  churches.  These men are conservative, soul winning Baptist, and 

they too have chosen to model the kind of godly men I have followed. 



Some of my Spanish 
church men and I met to 
discuss church business. 
These men are sharp, 

conservative soul 
winners.  They do not 

need me to "dress 
down."

Who is setting our styles?

In college, I always tried to find someone who was older, wiser, and 
more spiritual, and I tried to model them -- their hair style, their 
dress, and their standards of living. From the way they drove to their 
manners in public, I tried to be like my heroes.  I did not want to grow 
up and be like my room mate; I wanted to grow up and be like my 
pastor or teachers.

Preachers should practice the same thing.  Through these thirty-plus 
years of pastoring, I have looked to older, successful, Fundamental 
Independent Baptist pastors and have sought to model their lifestyle, 
their dress, and their hair style.

There's obviously nothing sinful about facial hair.  Jesus had a beard, 
and it was the custom in that day to do so; but I made the decision 
many years ago to look to older, godly, successful men and to model 



their lives.  In my lifetime, I have been privileged to learn from Lee 
Robertson, John R. Rice, Lester Roloff, Jack Hyles, and many other 
great men.  These men were all conservative in many ways, but they 
all had one similarity in particular -- none had any facial hair.  I am 
not saying that anything like that is wrong, I am just saying, I am not 
going to do it.  I am not going to model Hollywood, magazine covers, or 
the rock and roll praise and worship service preachers or song 
leaders. 

Speaking as a pastor, I have chosen to follow some of the great names 
mentioned earlier, and I continue today to watch godly, old-fashioned, 
Bible-believing preachers.  When I look at a Jack Trieber or Paul 
Chapel, I see men who dress conservatively all the time.  The 
preacher carries a responsibility and has a reputation to uphold.  
From being around these men casually in a social atmosphere as well 
as around church and in preachers meetings, I have chosen to avoid 
the "dress down" look.  In our offices, around our church, and out 
socially with the people of our church, I choose to dress up just a 
little.

The big issue is not comfort, it's “Who are we modeling?’  The issue is 
not the temperature outside, but rather, the social statement we are 
making by our appearance.


