
TEACHING THE OLD WAYS

THE OLD MANTLE
 
2 Kings 2:8 “And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and 
smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that 
they two went over on dry ground.”
 
2 Kings 2:13 “He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan;”
 
2 Kings 2:14 “And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, 
and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and 
when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: 
and Elisha went over.”
 
Just as Elisha was content to wear the mantle of his predecessor, we 
need not seek new things, but enjoy that which worked for our 
fathers. 
 
Teach young men to listen to older ones:

* By making much of leaders  
* By making much of older men
* By scriptural example
* Talk about times you listened to your dad, your grandpa, or older 

men at work.
* Tell stories of the foolish mistakes that could have been avoided 

had someone listened to older people.

Of course, older people are not always right, but the devil will 
point out their errors.  We are creating an atmosphere of respect and 
follow-ship. 
 
Do not deride new ideas, just don't let the old ones get tossed 
in the process:

* Add to the old? Sure.
* Build upon the old? Sure.
* But you mustn’t forget the old and replace it with the new.
 



Make much of older authors and older books.

* Do not run to the new movies.
* Do not go insane over the new release of a game.  (People sitting 

all night at Walmart to get a new game is teaching their children 
to chase the new because the old has little meaning.)

* Do not listen to new preachers.  Focus on the older ones.
* Avoid listening to new music unless it mirrors the old.  Guard 

against any new sound.  
* Be slow in accepting any new styles of dress.  
 
Use the Scriptures to teach the vital role of the old paths.

Malachi 3:6 “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed.”

Jeremiah 6:16 “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, 
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not 
walk therein.”
 
Jeremiah 18:15 “Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned 
incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways 
from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up;”
 
Deuteronomy 32:7 “Remember the days of old, consider the years of 
many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, 
and they will tell thee.”
 
Visit old-fashioned churches.  Do not let contemporary churches 
create a taste for the new ways in your child.
 
Talk about the logic of the old.

What contemporary church has a better youth department or a more 
productive soul winning church than ours, Joe Esposito’s, or Jack 
Trieber’s?  There is nothing in the new styles that does a better 
job, except in the area of entertainment.
 
One of the churches we recently helped to start is pastored  by Brian 
Pattison (one of our former teens).  He could say to his people, “Our 



church is just getting going, but that kind of church (pointing to 
churches he visits) is what we want to build.”
 
I traveled often in the early days of my ministry; anywhere someone 
was old-fashioned and little ahead of us in preaching.  I took a bus 
load of people with me.

A fun night of singing and preaching is so encouraging 
to our people.

The old ways are right, and they can also be a lot of 
fun.

 


