
Forgetting the Wise

One of the sad situations we face in life is the slow decline in awe for leaders.  
We become familiar with them, we know them, we have seen them over and over.  
Whether it be our parents, pastor, or church staff, we get used to them and their 
consistent accuracy in life choices.   We know them, their stories, their 
mannerisms, and the desire for the "new and fresh" can win us over.  

Consider with me Daniel; 
Daniel 1:20 “And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king 
enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 
astrologers that were in all his realm.”

Here we have a man found ten times better than all others.  Then in chapter two, 
we see Daniel advanced farther in esteem after solving the kings troubles;
Daniel 2:46 “Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped 
Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours 
unto him.”
vs. 47 “The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is 
a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest 
reveal this secret.”
vs. 48 “Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, 
and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the 
governors over all the wise men of Babylon.”

The king acknowledges Daniel as a man filled with the Spirit of God and that 
nothing troubled Daniel. 

Daniel 4:8 “But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was 
Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the 
holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying,”
vs. 9 “O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of 
the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my 
dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof.”

Daniel Chapter 5 brings us into the life of another king, Belshazzar, who faces 
the “writing upon the wall.”  In panic, he calls for the help of his wise men;



Daniel 5:8 “Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they could not read the 
writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof.”
vs.  9 “Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was 
changed in him, and his lords were astonied.”

With no answers from his wise men, his wife reminds him,
Daniel 5:11 “There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, 
Chaldeans, and soothsayers;”
vs. 12 “Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, 
interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, 
were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let 
Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation.”

They called everyone, except for the one who had been proven.   Daniel was not 
even called!   Daniel had proven himself over and over, yet he was left out of the 
situation.  

Daniel begins ten times better and is then so amazingly used by God that the 
king worships him.  He was known as a man whom “no secret troubleth thee.”  
Daniel continued to solve problems for the king but when time passed, the 
wisdom and godly influence was forgotten.  He was just a foreign guy, “whom the 
king my father brought out of Jewry?” (vs. 13)

His wife knew about Daniel, and in honesty, Belshazzar had heard of him;
Daniel 5:11 “There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods...”

So as a last resort, they called Daniel. 

Daniel 5:13 “Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity 
of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?”
vs. 14 “I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that 
light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee.”



vs. 15 “And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, 
that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing:”
vs.  16 “And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and 
dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the 
interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of 
gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

How do we allow this to happen?   How can we have God anointed help step into 
our world and see Heaven moved for the man, only to forget him in a few years? 

I am watching this happen right now all across America.   The greatest church 
builders of our history, those who saw more saved and baptized than any other in 
history are only a generation behind us, and young preachers are looking to one 
another for “ideas” about church building.   The books of John Rice, Jack Hyles, 
and Lee Roberson are ignored while “new kids on the block” with cute websites 
and blogs are getting the attention.   I found the books by Louis Entzminger to 
learn about J. Frank Norris and his Sunday school.  If you hope to stay true, seek 
the wisdom of yesterday.

My pastor read Spurgeon and others, I heard him talk about them.  Brother Hyles 
loved to tell us stories of his spiritual “fathers,” those who trained him, those 
older men who influenced his life and ministry.  I could name you dozens of 
preachers my preacher spoke of whom were older, wiser, and trusted men.  And if 
someone did not like my pastor, I avoided him, end of subject.   Today my 
neighbors in the ministry read young men 30-40 years of age, and do so without 
loyalty or respect for the older generation.   But honestly, they do more talking 
and blog reading than even book reading.   

I can tell you the books that moved me in the ministry, it was G. Gilchrist Lawson 
Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians, and Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret, 
and Success Prone Christians by John R Rice.   The names could go on and on to 
George Muller, Curtis Hutson, and many more, almost all of whom are in Heaven.  
I study Thomas Armatage, B H Carroll, Morgan Edwards, and J.T. Christian on 
Baptist history.   My world was built on the simple philosophies of Blue Denim 
and Lace, Grace and Truth, and Strength and Beauty by Dr. Jack Hyles.



What happened to the respect and honor of those time tested men who once 
were lauded as heroes of the faith?   We are no different than Belshazzar who 
forgot Daniel, though only a generation past.   Have you forgotten that your 
parents might still know something?   Has it been foolishly forgotten that you 
still have the ones who taught you to tie your shoes and dress yourself.   But 
could I take it a step farther?  No matter where you go to church, if your pastor is 
time tested and proven by past wise decisions… how about your pastor?  The one 
you trusted when you were first saved.   The one who walked you through that 
dark hour when the world was coming to an end.   The one who helped you rear 
your children.   The one you called when a child was struggling.  The man the 
deacons trusted when the church was in the fledgling years of life.   What 
happened to trusting his guidance?   What happened to the trust in the opinion 
of the man God used to build your church?   Is his wisdom of no use any more?  
Has the Lord ceased speaking to him?   Are your burdens too large for his 
spiritual shoulders?   Have you so graduated that there is no need for spiritual 
leadership?   It might be for you, but I can say that after 34 years pastoring, the 
thing I wish for most is the ability to call my pastor and gain his insights on life.  
He is in Heaven, and when the two men I trusted enough to call when I was in 
need passed away, I found myself for the first time without that older gray head, 
and I still do not like it.  

Daniel, ten times better than others, worshipped by the king for his Divine 
wisdom, of whom it was said that nothing troubled him, that great man in their 
presence only to be forgotten.   Forgotten!   What a shame, what a common 
shame.  

Find a book by someone you do not know or know little about and read it 
because it is new, rather than read the time tested truths of yesterday’s heroes?  
Not me!   My library is full of books, old books, books that have weathered the 
tests of time.   Once my phone was busy calling older wiser men, today it only 
wishes for the chance.  I have had a few friends in the ministry, but not many, but 
I have great friends in my church and then there were those godly older men 
who breathed the life of yesterday into my world. For those men I crave time and 
instruction.  May we not forget Rehoboam who leaned on the youthful wisdom of 
his friends while missing the rich counsel of the aged proven men who advised 
his father.  That did not turn out well. 
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