
Zeal, Passion, and Making Waves

I recently preached on ZEAL and having a passion for the things of God.  Many 
people try to tell believers to keep their faith under wraps, subdued, and 
unnoticed.  But that is as far from New Testament teachings as it could be.  Those 
New Testament believers were anything but "calm, quiet, fit in" sort of guys.    
Our Lord was passionate, fervent, and zealous for the things of God.  Notice the 
prophetic words David recorded which were fulfilled in the Saviour’s life:

Psalm 69:9 “For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of 
them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.”

I also mentioned the Lord’s cleansing of the temple and other instances of 
passionate, zealous Christianity marking the early church; so passionate that 
people were jailed, killed, and run out of town. The Psalmist records the 
testimony of our Lord fulfilled in John 2 when Jesus turned over the money 
changers’ tables and threw out the folks marketing their wares in the name of 
religion.

John 2:17 “And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine 
house hath eaten me up.”

There was no question about the zeal of our Saviour.   He was not a passive 
teacher of truth:  He was Lord of Heaven and earth, and He expected men to treat 
His Father's house with reverence.  His message was strong and visible.

David had a zeal for God against those who ignored the Bible.
Psalm 119:139 “My zeal hath consumed me, because mine enemies have 
forgotten thy words.”

God is said to be clothed with zeal.
Isaiah 59:17 “For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of 
salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, 
and was clad with zeal as a cloke.”

Ezekiel 5:13 “Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to 
rest upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD 
have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them.”



Passion is a favorable attribute.   We are not all the same, and we do not express 
our feelings in the same way; but make no mistake, God likes passion.

To the Colossian church, God said, “Whatsoever ye do... Do it 
heartily…” (Colossians 3:23)

Matthew records a Saviour Who is less than the "soft, always getting along" sort 
of person that some compel preachers to be today.

Matthew 16:1 “The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting 
desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.”
vs. 2 “He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair 
weather: for the sky is red.”
vs. 3 “And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and 
lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not 
discern the signs of the times?”
vs. 4 “A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no 
sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and 
departed.”

So here we see the perfect Son of God being asked a question, a question with 
malice and wrong motives.  Jesus follows their question with an answer and calls 
them hypocrites and a wicked and adulterous generation.   Then He walked out 
on them.  That was certainly not very politically correct.  

Preaching and dealing with the shameful world requires some blunt words at 
times.    John the Baptist and Jesus called some of their listeners a generation of 
vipers.  Again, a little less than what we, as pastors, are being told to be today.

Matthew 3:7 “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?”

Matthew 12:34 “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”

I heard one modern pastor say that those men were great miraculous men, and 
we had no right to fashion our lives after them.   We are just common, normal 
men.  



I had to laugh.  So we would tell our athletes to model average players rather than 
great players.   With that logic, we would tell our business men to learn from the 
average guy who fails, not the exceptional men who are successful.   Of course, 
that kind of thinking clashes with every verse telling us to be like Jesus.
1 Peter 2:21 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:”

No, we all understand that we must strive to model our lives after the very best in 
our field -- it is no different in the things of God.  Preachers ought to shape their 
earthly ministry after the Saviour and those wonderful believers who "turned the 
world upside down."    Those early examples of godliness were anything but 
acceptable in their culture and among the religious leaders.

Right rarely cooperates with compromise.  Good does not work with evil, and the 
"situation ethics" of the ‘70s is no basis for a believer’s actions in any generation.  

In America, we have passion for sports, grandkids, and entertainment; but often 
we are told to calm down and not to get carried away with religion.   When we 
borrow money to buy multiple quads for our family, we exhibit passion for riding 
motorcycles in the desert.  But if we give abundantly to the things of God, people 
think we are unbalanced and cultish.

There was a time when Israel spent time around the strange women of Midian.  It 
was then that the men were drawn into adultery and idolatry.   God told the 
leaders to kill the men who were leaders — that would be passion (I guess). 

One of the Israelite men brought a Midianite women into his tent, and an 
observer had simply too much of this vile situation.  

Notice the actions that followed:
Numbers 25:6 “And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto 
his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all 
the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation.”
vs. 7 “And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, 
he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;”
vs. 8 “And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them 
through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was 
stayed from the children of Israel.”
vs. 9 “And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.”



vs. 10 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,”
vs. 11 “Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my 
wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among 
them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.”
vs. 12 “Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace”

Phinehas followed the couple into their tent and put a spear through the two of 
them.   That is passion if ever I heard of it!   In so doing, he turned the Lord’s 
wrath away with his zeal. 

Of course, we live in a different time, and God hardly directs us to take an 
adulterer’s life, but zeal was rewarded with an everlasting covenant of peace.  
God likes passion.   Do not let people convince you to hide your faith.  It is yours 
and it is good. 

God’s people have always marched to a different drummer.   The story is told of 
the old-time preacher, Sam Jones, who walked out of a preaching meeting when 
someone said he was petting the cat the wrong direction.   He is said to have 
replied, "Then turn the cat around."

God's men have always replied when they were told to fit in, to agree with the 
world, and to stop making waves.
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