
Preacher	 Friends,

It	 is	 difficult	 to	 listen	 to	 anything	 on	 the	 radio	 or	 watch	 any	 program	 on	 the	 television	 
that	 does	 not	 have	 serious	 emotional	 impact.  	 I	 just	 heard	 a	 discussion	 on	 talk	 radio	 
about	 the	 homeless	 in	 various	 cities,	 and	 the	 people	 on	 the	 radio	 were	 almost	 
screaming.  	 Before	 long,	 some	 loud-mouth	 lady	 or	 some	 arrogant	 big-mouth	 man	 
will	 vehemently	 slander	 a	 judge,	 a	 police	 officer,	 the	 schools,	 the	 medical	 industry,	 or	 
politicians. 

You	 can	 not	 watch	 much	 television	 or	 listen	 to	 a	 sports	 talk	 show	 without	 hearing	 
discussions	 fueled	 by	 heated	 emotions	 regarding	 some	 team,	 coach	 or	 player	 who	 
did,	 should	 do,	 or	 did	 not	 do	 something.  	 One	 thing	 is	 sure:	 the	 sports	 casters	 are	 
emotional.  	 And	 dare	 we	 consider	 the	 emotion	 poured	 out	 during	 a	 ball	 game?	 	 
Wow!  Like	 the	 fans,	 screaming,	 groaning	 announcers	 bring	 all	 the	 emotion	 of	 the	 
stadium	 to	 your	 heart	 and	 mind	 even	 though	 you	 are	 thousands	 of	 miles	 
away.     How	 calm	 is	 the	 television	 courtroom	 scene	 in	 which	 some	 so	 called	 judge	 	 
settles	 disputes	 between	 folks?	  Nothing	 calm	 there	 at	 all!!	  Americans	 love	 emotion;	 
they	 live	 with	 it	 and	 want	 a	 cause	 which	 will	 give	 them	 something	 about	 which	 to	 be	 
emotional.

Let	 me	 say	 I	 am	 not	 against	 expressing	 emotion.  	 If	 you	 believe	 something,	 act	 as	 
though	 you	 do. 	 If	 you	 feel	 strongly	 about	 some	 issue,	 move	 people	 to	 your	 way	 of	 
thinking.

It	 is	 amazing	 how	 many	 issues	 arouse	 incredible	 emotion;	 for	 instance,	 bullying	 on	 the	 
school	 grounds,	 selling	 unsafe	 toys	 during	 the	 holidays,	 tolerating	 the	 "religious	 right,"	 
or	 watching	 the	 trouble	 in	 the	 Middle	 East,	 politics,	 or	 the	 military.  	 We	 are	 a	 society	 
that	 is	 moved	 by	 passion.

Then	 we	 hear	 from	 colleges,	 seminaries,	 and	 conference	 hosts	 who	 feel	 we	 should	 
lose	 the	 passionate,	 angry	 preaching	 of	 the	 past.	  We	 are	 told	 by	 modern,	 sedate,	 
Baptist	 leaders	 that	 we	 should	 "teach	 the	 Word,"	 but	 Paul	 said	 preach	 the	 Word,	 
didn’t	 he?	 And	 there	 is	 a	 difference	 between	 preach	 and	 teach. 

Though	 everyone	 else	 who	 stands	 in	 front	 of	 people	 can	 be	 passionate,	 preachers	 
are	 being	 told	 to	 calm	 down	 and	 stop	 the	 theatrics.  Preachers	 are	 being	 told	 they	 
should	 not	 get	 excited.  It	 is	 more	 important	 that	 they	 be	 sedate,	 passive	 teachers	 
with	 opinions	 that	 barely	 leak	 out	 and  emotions	 that	 are	 totally	 under	 control	 or	 
feelings	 that	 can	 not	 be	 perceived	 unless	 someone	 beats	 them	 out	 of	 them	 with	 a	 
stick. 

I	 am	 for	 old-fashioned	 preaching!  Passion	 is	 what	 stirs	 people	 up,	 and	 it	 is	 what	 
moves	 people	 to	 make	 decisions. Why	 speak	 of	 something	 you	 believe	 while	 acting	 



as	 if	 you	 do	 not	 believe	 it? How	 can	 a	 man	 "teach"	 on	 Hell	 without	 heartfelt	 emotion? 	 
How	 can	 a	 man	 stand	 in	 a	 pulpit	 telling	 of	 the	 love	 of	 God	 without	 wearing	 a	 smile	 or	 
expressing	 joy?

No,	 we	 are	 being	 lied	 to	 by	 the	 devil	 and	 a	 lying	 group	 of	 religious	 leaders	 who	 got	 
their	 marching	 orders	 from	 Hades.
Isaiah	 58:1	 “Cry	 aloud,	 spare	 not,	 lift	 up	 thy	 voice	 like	 a	 trumpet,	 and	 shew	 my	 
people	 their	 transgression,	 and	 the	 house	 of	 Jacob	 their	 sins.”

Let	 us	 see	 --	 Isaiah	 says	 to	 show	 people	 their	 sins	 with	 the	 sound	 of	 a	 trumpet,	 with	 
uplifted	 voice.	 	 That	 sounds	 rather	 emotional	 to	 me.

When	 God	 told	 Jeremiah	 not	 to	 intercede	 for	 the	 people,	 He	 said:
Jeremiah  11:14  “Therefore	 pray	 not	 thou	 for	 this	 people,	 neither	 lift	 up	 a	 cry	 or	 
prayer	 for	 them:	 for	 I	 will	 not	 hear	 them	 in	 the	 time	 that	 they	 cry	 unto	 me	 for	 their	 
trouble.”

Not	 to	 help	 people	 is	 to	 stop	 crying	 out,	 to	 stop	 lifting	 up	 our	 voices	 with	 passion	 in	 
prayer.

Ezekiel	 was	 instructed	 to	 preach	 with	 passion:
Ezekiel	 6:11	 “Thus	 saith	 the	 Lord	 GOD;	 Smite	 with	 thine	 hand,	 and	 stamp	 with	 thy	 
foot,	 and	 say,	 Alas	 for	 all	 the	 evil	 abominations	 of	 the	 house	 of	 Israel!	 for	 they	 shall	 
fall	 by	 the	 sword,	 by	 the	 famine,	 and	 by	 the	 pestilence.”

The	 preaching	 of	 Paul	 was	 presented	 in	 a	 way	 that	 it	 was	 said	 he	 "SO	 SPAKE" that	 
people	 believed. 	 It	 was	 not	 just	 what	 he	 said,	 but	 how	 he	 said	 it.
Acts	 14:1	 “And	 it	 came	 to	 pass	 in	 Iconium,	 that	 they	 went	 both	 together	 into	 the	 
synagogue	 of	 the	 Jews,	 and	 so	 spake,	 that	 a	 great	 multitude	 both	 of	 the	 Jews	 and	 
also	 of	 the	 Greeks	 believed.”

In	 a	 society	 in	 which	 people	 get	 excited	 about	 a	 cooking	 show	 or	 bearded	 country	 
guys	 going	 about	 their	 normal	 life	 --	 preachers	 ought	 to	 bring	 passion	 to	 their	 pulpits.

Let	 me	 assure	 you,	 support	 of	 this	 sedate	 manner	 of	 preaching	 in	 the	 pulpit	 is	 nothing	 
new.  In	 1982,	 when	 we	 started	 our	 church,	 people	 told	 me	 to	 calm	 down	 --	 not	 
church	 attenders,	 but	 "leaders	 in	 religious	 circles." 	 At	 the	 first	 Bible	 college	 I	 attended	 
in	 1978,	 I	 was	 told	 there	 are	 two	 kinds	 of	 preachers:	 western	 teachers	 and	 southern	 
theatrical	 preachers. 	 The	 professor	 mocked	 those	 who	 were	 dramatic	 in	 the	 pulpit. 	 I	 
watched	 preachers	 on	 both	 sides,	 and	 chose	 to	 act	 as	 though	 I	 believed	 what	 I	 
preached	 rather	 than ACT	 as	 if	 souls	 were	 not	 perishing,	 and	 ACT	 as	 if	 Heaven	 was	 
not	 real.



Passion	 is	 very	 appropriate	 in	 our	 world;	 everyone	 expresses	 it. 	 But	 the	 devil	 would	 
like	 you	 to	 bore	 your	 congregation	 to	 death	 and	 convince	 people	 that	 there	 is	 more	 
happiness	 to	 be	 found	 in	 a	 ball	 game	 than	 in	 the	 church	 house.

A	 message	 from	 the	 head	 will	 reach	 the	 head;	 a	 message	 from	 the	 heart	 will	 reach	 
the	 heart. 	 When	 Jeremiah	 spoke	 of	 God's	 Word,	 he	 said	 it	 was	 like	 a	 burning	 fire	 in	 
his	 heart,	 not	 a	 smoldering	 ember	 buried	 deep	 within	 his	 intellect.

Go	 on!	 Get	 excited!	 	 "These	 that	 have	 turned	 the	 world	 upside	 down"	 were	 not	 calm	 
teacher	 types	 of	 men. 	 (Acts	 17:6)

Jeremiah	 was	 called	 the	 weeping	 prophet.	 	 Paul	 reminded	 the	 elders	 at	 Ephesus	 that	 
he	 had	 warned	 them	 day	 and	 night	 with	 tears,	 and	 Paul	 told	 Timothy	 to	 stir	 up	 the	 gift	 
that	 was	 in	 him,	 not	 to	 keep	 it	 cooled	 and	 hidden.	  I	 am	 more	 excited	 about	 preaching	 
than	 I	 am	 about	 any	 ball	 game.	   If	 people	 can	 yell	 at	 the	 referee	 on	 the	 television,	 
then	 I	 am	 comfortable	 with	 my	 men	 saying,	 "Amen!"	 and	 getting	 excited	 as	 a	 
passionate	 preacher	 expresses	 the	 truth	 with	 emotion	 in	 the	 pulpit.	  

Emotion	 --	 it	 is	 everywhere.	 	 May	 it	 ever	 be	 in	 our	 pulpits.
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