
Exposing Your People to Missions

Remember that our job is to equip the saints for the work of the ministry.  To preach to 
them only to have them sit in a pew merely  listening somehow seems less than the 
completion of God’s call on our ministry.

How do you compare anything in 
Bible college to heading off across 

the ocean on a boat in such 
questionable condition?  The story 
of two college men, and a layman 

dad, and “an experience” on a little 
island is  going to be forever etched 

on the hearts and minds of these 
Americans.  (Yes, the boat did 
break down in open sea, out of 

sight of any land.  Yes, they all did 
live to tell about it.)

After many years of thinking about missions trips, I took two of our men and went to the 
Philippines.  The trip  was not about us; it was a survey trip  to see what we could do to 
minister to our people.  The constant passion of the pastor must be the training of the 
people for the work of the ministry.

We visited many churches, 
planned, thought about 
where our people could be 
involved; we did not just 
watch.  Our churches are full 
of “watchers;” we need 
“doers.”  Since that first trip,  
I have lost count of how 
many of our people have 
preached in the Philippines, 
won souls, sung together, 
shared musical talents, 
eaten together, sweated 
together, and made friends 
with the wonderful Filipino 
people



The experience makes a 
tremendous impression, especially 
on young people. Many of those 
who traveled with us are now in 

full-time service.

Preaching in a small village 
church was an opportunity few 
preachers ever enjoy, but one 

Sunday, the only Americans were 
a layman and his teenage son.  

Would you like to knit the heart of 
a son and a father to your church 
and the work of God?  Get your 

people involved in missions.

Young people learn a lot on a mission field -- a little planning, investment, and a 
willing pastor are all it requires.

What is the pastor’s job?
Ephesians 4:11 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;”
vs. 12 “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ:”

Honestly, how are we doing at equipping our people for the work of the ministry?

May we take this responsibility seriously as we hold that most incredible position 
of pastor.

www.thepreachersfriend.com

http://www.thepreachersfriend.com
http://www.thepreachersfriend.com

