
Preventative Preaching

Events will enter the life of the pastor that demand delicate care.

Critics and Scorners:

There will be times when someone in the church becomes critical.  It may be the beliefs, 
the pastor or something unimportant to others, yet they become critical.   They might call 
around to other church members, try to split the church; they might try to divide staff or 
members from the pastor.  

Preventative preaching is when you anticipate this type of action some time in the years to 
come, and regularly preach on critics, gossips, slanderers, and false accusers.   Teaching 
proper Bible doctrine prepares people for the phone call from the slanderer and allows 
them to know how to respond.  Teach people ahead of time how to respond when the phone 
rings, when the ugly words are said, or when the subtle deceptive words are spoken.  When 
Absalom said, “if I were king…” he was not slandering the king in an aggressive way, but 
he was eroding the king’s authority and the people’s trust in that king.  On at least an annual 
basis, the pastor should address “the tongue” in a message or even a series of messages; 
whether it is a few Wednesday nights in a row or an entire sermon on a Sunday night — 
prepare your people for the critic or the scorner.

Prepare for Tragedy in the Lives of Individuals:

Someone’s child will get pregnant before she is married; someone’s spouse will leave them, 
or someone will lose his business — tragedies will happen and it is important that you 
prepare your people for those days.  The devil will tell people they do not belong at church; 
he will tell people they are failures, unworthy, and that everyone at church will think ill of 
them.  Preach on this long before the event takes place and prepare your people on how to 
respond.   Use comments such as, “You have no idea how hard it is to walk in those doors 
after a spouse has left or after a child has done something terribly wrong.”   Remind the 
church of how they should respond:   with love, affection, warmth, and kindness.   Assure 
everyone that the person is loved, welcome, and belongs at church long before the devil tells 
them that they should not be there.

May we take heed to the instruction of Solomon; "A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and 
hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished."  (Proverbs 22:3)

Personal Failure:

Some will stumble back into sin.  Someone in the church will make a horrible mistake or sin 
in a terrible way.    In that hour, a person will feel as though he should not come to 
church.   Prepare your people for those hours by speaking of hypothetical people or people 



you may know who have felt as though they did not belong at church and preach ahead of 
time so that the church member knows how to respond when they fail personally.   Assure 
them that they belong and that the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin.

Tragic Emotional Moments:

Prepare your people for those moments that will catch them off guard.

A. The first child leaving the home for college, marriage, etc.

B. The last child leaving the home – the empty nest.

These situations effect a lady far more than most men would understand.  

C. The inability to conceive a child.   Men rarely understand anything a woman is going 
through at a time like this.  Women interpret that lack of concern as a lack of love.

D. Postpartum Issues — Up to a year after a lady has a child, a home can be completely 
blindsided by the most unpredictable and uncontrollable hormones.   These moments in a 
woman’s life can create great depression, a sense of being overwhelmed, a sense of failure 
and inadequacy, and can cause every kind of frustration imaginable to a home.

E. "Mid-Life Crisis" (or whatever we want to call it) — there are hormonal and biological 
moments in a woman’s life for which both the man and the woman should be prepared.  

Preach ahead of time to prepare people for these hours.   Prepare men for these situations 
by teaching them to be sensitive and to care for their wives during those very difficult 
moments.   Know that the "evil day" is planning a visit to your church or to your member's 
home.  Plan and prepare your people for the day.

Most preachers are capable of meeting the broken hearted member in their hour of 
suffering and of telling them Biblical truth.  The key is to anticipate the pain and warn your 
members of the evil day to come.   If we wait until the trouble comes to answer the devil's 
lies, we will lose some good people.  Plan ahead; build up the spiritual immunities to resist 
the infectious thinking Satan will spread. 
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