
The	 Spectacular

Over	 these	 thirty-five	 years	 of	 ministry,	 I	 have	 seen	 some	 very	 good	 people	 chase	 after	 
the	 “spectacular.”	 	 

When	 people	 first	 come	 to	 Faith	 Baptist	 Church	 they	 are	 inspired	 by	 the	 music,	 the	 service,	 
and	 the	 souls	 being	 saved.	 	 They	 are	 amazed	 at	 the	 young	 people	 we	 have.	 	 Ten	 years	 
later,	 and	 they	 are	 bored	 with	 the	 same	 old	 thing.	 	 Soon,	 the	 desire	 for	 something	 different	 
comes	 along.	 	 They	 want	 exciting,	 worldly	 music,	 and	 a	 worldly	 sound.	 	 They	 see	 the	 
“spectacular.”

The	 “spectacular”	 fancy	 new	 ministry	 idea	 like	 speaking	 in	 tongues	 or	 promise	 keepers.	 	 It	 
might	 be	 computers	 that	 call	 10,000	 people	 a	 day	 or	 countless	 other	 things.	 	 

We	 humans	 get	 bored	 so	 easily.	 	 We	 like	 the	 different,	 the	 unusual,	 the	 spectacular.	 	 We	 
want	 a	 new	 car	 when	 there	 is	 nothing	 wrong	 with	 the	 old	 one.	 	 Sometimes	 in	 marriage	 
there	 is	 infidelity	 simply	 because	 we	 desire	 a	 diversion:	 a	 different	 person,	 a	 new	 face,	 or	 
an	 easier	 situation.

Trading	 ‘ho-hum’	 service	 for	 a	 new	 sound	 or	 fancy	 presentation	 may	 cause	 us	 to	 forfeit	 
our	 own	 future.	 	 Trading	 a	 boring	 marriage	 for	 an	 exciting	 passion	 may	 cause	 us	 to	 forfeit	 
the	 future	 of	 our	 children.	 	 It	 may	 cause	 us	 to	 forfeit	 opportunity	 to	 bring	 great	 honor	 and	 
glory	 to	 God.

Some	 get	 caught	 up	 in	 a	 “new	 doctrine,”	 which	 
often	 found	 a	 few	 decades	 prior,	 as	 the	 devil	 
needs	 nothing	 new.	 	 He	 just	 keeps	 recycling	 the	 
same	 old	 lies	 and	 men	 keep	 chasing	 them.

Some	 pastors	 follow	 the	 big	 days,	 (and	 I	 
believe	 in	 them),	 but	 that	 once-a-year	 event,	 
you	 get	 back	 to	 normal	 hard	 work.	 	 Some	 
pastors	 feel	 superior	 because	 they	 win	 a	 soul	 
every	 day.	 	 That	 is	 fine,	 but	 they	 often	 get	 
arrogant	 and	 stumble.	 	 Few	 ever	 keep	 it	 up.	 	 

Moderation	 is	 a	 Bible	 term,	 and	 we	 would	 be	 wise	 to	 take	 note	 of	 it.

In	 almost	 every	 case,	 when	 one	 follows	 the	 “spectacular,”	 they	 end	 up	 going	 down	 a	 
wrong	 path.	 	 	 Some	 end	 up	 out	 of	 church,	 many	 get	 frustrated	 in	 their	 Christian	 walk,	 or	 



arrogant	 and	 begin	 to	 look	 down	 on	 others,	 and	 in	 several	 cases	 losing	 their	 marriages	 and	 
children.

Luke	 10:17	 “And	 the	 seventy	 returned	 again	 with	 joy,	 saying,	 Lord,	 even	 the	 devils	 are	 
subject	 unto	 us	 through	 thy	 name.”
vs.	 18	 “And	 he	 said	 unto	 them,	 I	 beheld	 Satan	 as	 lightning	 fall	 from	 heaven.”
vs.	 19	 “Behold,	 I	 give	 unto	 you	 power	 to	 tread	 on	 serpents	 and	 scorpions,	 and	 over	 all	 the	 
power	 of	 the	 enemy:	 and	 nothing	 shall	 by	 any	 means	 hurt	 you.”
vs.	 20	 “Notwithstanding	 in	 this	 rejoice	 not,	 that	 the	 spirits	 are	 subject	 unto	 you;	 but	 rather	 
rejoice,	 because	 your	 names	 are	 written	 in	 heaven.”

Jesus	 told	 the	 disciples	 to	 go	 out	 and	 preach.  	 When	 they	 came	 back,	 they	 were	 so	 
excited	 that	 "even	 the	 devils	 were	 subject	 unto	 them."	 	 Jesus	 said	 to	 rejoice	 not	 over	 the	 
spectacular,	 but	 rather,	 to	 rejoice	 because	 their	 names	 were	 written	 in	 Heaven. 

In	 Matthew	 7,	 Jesus	 is	 dealing	 with	 faith	 and	 salvation,	 and	 there	 is	 an	 interesting	 
statement	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 chapter. 	 

Matthew	 7:22	 "Many	 will	 say	 to	 me	 in	 that	 day,	 Lord,	 Lord,	 have	 we	 not	 prophesied	 in	 thy	 
name?	 and	 in	 thy	 name	 have	 cast	 out	 devils?	 and	 in	 thy	 name	 done	 many	 wonderful	 
works?"

These	 people	 were	 trusting	 in	 the	 spectacular	 rather	 than	 simple	 faith. 	 

Our Blue Denim and Lace program put on a luncheon for our guest 
missionaries and families during our Missions Conference.

I	 Corinthians	 13:1	 “Though	 I	 speak	 with	 the	 
tongues	 of	 men	 and	 of	 angels,	 and	 have	 not	 
charity,	 I	 am	 become	 as	 sounding	 brass,	 or	 a	 
tinkling	 cymbal.”
vs.	 2	 “And	 though	 I	 have	 the	 gift	 of	 prophecy,	 and	 
understand	 all	 mysteries,	 and	 all	 knowledge;	 and	 
though	 I	 have	 all	 faith,	 so	 that	 I	 could	 remove	 
mountains,	 and	 have	 not	 charity,	 I	 am	 nothing.”

Here	 we	 read	 of	 charity:	 	 that	 next	 step	 beyond	 love	 -	 love	 in	 action,	 and	 says	 that	 all	 the	 
spectacular	 miracles	 a	 person	 could	 see,	 and	 all	 the	 incredible	 gifts	 a	 person	 could	 have	 are	 
nothing	 compared	 to	 heart-felt	 love. 

Over	 the	 years,	 I	 have	 very	 occasionally	 crossed	 paths	 with	 demonic	 activity,	 personally	 or	 
through	 friends.  	 I	 sat	 with	 a	 man	 many	 years	 ago	 as	 he	 had,	 what	 I	 believe	 was	 a	 true	 
experience	 with	 a	 demon-possessed	 person.	 I	 explained	 to	 him	 very	 simply	 what	 the	 Bible	 



says	 and	 how	 to	 respond.	 	 I	 spoke	 in	 length	 to	 him	 about	 the	 dangers	 of	 getting	 focused	 
on	 the	 demon	 world.	 	 It	 will	 posses	 the	 good	 man	 as	 much	 as	 the	 evil	 man.

I	 warned	 him	 then	 of	 the	 many	 people	 that	 go	 chasing	 after	 the	 demonic,	 the	 supernatural,	 
and	 the	 creepy	 spectacular. 	 I	 warned	 him	 how	 many	 people	 get	 feeling	 they	 are	 superior,	 
that	 they	 know	 more,	 and	 get	 to	 where	 there	 is	 nothing	 else	 important	 in	 life	 but	 that	 one	 
area.

To	 my	 sorrow,	 this	 man	 followed	 the	 path	 I	 warned	 him	 against.  	 He	 got	 to	 the	 point	 
where	 he	 did	 not	 teach	 Sunday	 school,	 preach	 in	 rest	 homes,	 participate	 in	 soul	 winning,	 
and	 finally,	 didn't	 even	 attend	 church,	 because	 it	 seemed	 no	 church	 had	 the	 "spiritual	 
intuition"	 that	 he	 did.	 	 When	 he	 got	 together	 with	 believers,	 this	 subject	 dominated	 his	 mind	 
and	 his	 conversation.	 	 He	 read	 about	 it,	 wrote	 about	 it,	 talked	 about	 it,	 and	 basically	 was	 
POSSESSED	 with	 it.	 	 I	 clearly	 warned	 him	 of	 the	 danger	 because	 “we	 are	 not	 ignorant	 of	 
his	 devices.”

His	 arrogance	 and	 his	 preoccupation	 with	 the	 supernatural	 cost	 him	 countless	 rewards	 at	 
the	 Judgment	 Seat	 of	 Christ;	 it	 hurt	 those	 many	 that	 he	 would	 have	 taught	 in	 Sunday	 
school	 or	 preached	 to	 in	 varies	 ministries.	 	 He	 ended	 up	 like	 so	 many:	 out	 of	 church,	 acting	 
superior	 to	 all	 others,	 and	 for	 the	 most	 part,	 useless	 in	 his	 Christian	 life.

God	 likes	 the	 daily	 routine,	 the	 character-filled	 life;	 and	 God	 lifts	 up	 the	 person	 who	 does	 
their	 duty	 from	 day	 to	 day:	 witnessing,	 preaching,	 loving	 God	 and	 people,	 visiting	 the	 
fatherless	 and	 the	 widows	 in	 their	 affliction,	 and	 keeping	 oneself	 unspotted	 from	 the	 world	 
(James	 1:7).	 	 

These	 are	 the	 things	 that	 define	 spirituality. 

It	 is	 not	 the	 spectacular,	 not	 the	 big	 day,	 not	 the	 unique	 and	 once-in-a-lifetime	 experience,	 
but	 rather,	 the	 every	 day	 Christian	 living:	 loving	 God	 and	 loving	 people.

Do	 not	 focus	 on	 the	 size	 of	 your	 church	 or	 your	 bus	 route.	 	 Focus	 on	 the	 steady,	 ho-hum	 
living	 that	 builds	 greatness.	 	 Few	 call	 on	 me	 to	 preach	 at	 conferences;	 I	 am	 a	 regular	 
preacher	 with	 regular	 messages.	 	 But	 I	 am	 wonderfully	 blessed!	 	 I	 do	 my	 job	 as	 best	 as	 I	 
can.	 	 I	 labor	 to	 not	 change,	 but	 to	 focus	 on	 obeying	 the	 simple	 and	 clear	 precepts	 of	 the	 
Christian	 life.

That	 is	 success!	 	 That	 is	 what	 God	 blesses!
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