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I was looking online for a book written by missionary Rick Martin.  As I searched, pictures of 
him popped up, and I noticed that in every picture he was dressed sharply.  He wore a tie, and 
most of the time, a white shirt.   I know we live in a day of casual attire, but the great men who 
built our faith did not do so.  The difference has nothing to do with one era being different from 
another era.  The excuse, "Their time was sharp, and our time is casual" is invalid.  I love the 
picture of Dr. Jack Hyles in front of his building with his white shirt and tie, and his suit coat 
hung over his shoulder— that was his relaxed look.    

I heard Dr. Jack Trieber say (to pastors),  "Men, we are not beach bums; we are men of God— 
dress like it."  One of the observations that can be made in Washington D.C. is the polished 
fashion of dress, both of men and women.  Their jobs are important, and their dress portrays that 
importance.  Although their morals may be in the sewer and their political ideologies be 
communist, they understand that their jobs matter; thus they dress the part.  I love the sharp 
appearance of our current President and First Lady.  The President is old and out of shape, and 
the First Lady is a model, yet both dress very sharp and professional.  She dresses as classy as a 
First Lady should; she does not show off her former styles as a model.   The President is ever 
professional (which has not always been the case with others)!  I remember the night Bill Clinton 
won the Presidency and was pictured in a nightclub playing a saxophone.  It was cool, but it was 
not Presidential behavior.  That "sax" picture was symbolic of his role as President: living on the 
edge, immoral, and shameful are not the symbol he should exhibit. 

I have written this before, but I challenge you to search for images of the top CEO's of America, 
and then search for the most important politicians — notice their appearances.  If someone wants 
to look like an undercover cop, he dresses a certain way.  If someone is a special forces soldier in 
the Middle East, he dresses a certain way.   If someone holds a position of importance in 
America, he dresses a certain way.  Selective appearance for different positions is a part of our 
culture. Even when I Google search images of a "county Sheriff" a sharply dressed man is 
shown.   

The rebellion of the young pastors of today toward conservative dress is symbolic of their 
independence, their do-it-my-way spirit, and especially their desire to appear cool and to be 
accepted by the young people of America.  The position of the man of God is special; he holds a 
position of importance — one to be esteemed by society.  I cannot tell you the number of 
businesses I enter where they call me pastor.  They do not know my name, but they know who I 
am.  Whether the barber shop, Jack-in-the-Box, a clothing store, or Walmart, my appearance lets 
people know I am a man of God.  Once, I walked into the grocery store, and the Salvation Army 
guy out in front said, "Excuse me, are you a pastor?"  (Of course, it was the glory of the Holy 
Ghost upon me that he noticed... no, it was my appearance.)   



1 Peter 2:11 “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul;” 
Hebrews 11:13 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth.” 
 
From David to the Apostles, God’s people were strangers; they did not blend in with society. 

1 Chronicles 29:15 “For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our 
days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.” 
Psalm 39:12 “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my 
tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.” 
Psalm 119:19 “I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments from me.” 

Our Christian weddings should be different; our New Year’s Eve celebrations should be 
different; our music should be different; our dating should be different; our marriages and child 
rearing should be different.  We are not to be of this world or seek to fit in with the world; neither 
are we to be like it or to fashion ourselves after it.  This world is not our home.   

I am not going to argue over what it means to separate from the world in our dress, but Jesus 
dressed in such a way that, even at his death, they gambled for his outer coat.  His garment was 
special.   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