
HIGH EXPECTATIONS

We watch some military training videos when possible.  It is healthy for a boy to see manly 
things, to see men pushed to their limits, and to see high expectations fulfilled.  We are in a 
world where few want to excel, most are comfortable with mediocrity. 

2 Peter 3:14 “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may 
be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

The world, the flesh, and the devil have always given us plenty of preachers who hurt the 
cause of Christ.  But no matter what others do, we have some clear marching orders;
 “...be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

The context of this verse is that we are living on a planet that will dissolve, and everything in 
it will be destroyed.  This earth is going to burn, and a new Heaven and new earth are on the 
way; we are to be at peace, without spot, and blameless.

PEACE
Peace in our heart as well as peace in our relationships to others. 
1 Peter 3:11 “Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.”
Ensue is to follow, to chase, to go aggressively about catching something that is illusive.

We are exhorted by the Lord to make peace.
Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”

Paul clearly teaches that the lack of peace is a product of not walking with the Lord.
Romans 8:6 “For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.”
Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace...”

We need to work at this thing called peace.
Romans 14:19 “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace,”

WITHOUT SPOT
It was our Lord of Whom it was said He was without spot;
Hebrews 9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God?”
1 Peter 1:19 “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot:”



And this same SPOTLESSNESS is now given to us as a lifestyle, directive, and goal for daily 
living.
1 Timothy 6:14 “That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:”
James 1:27 “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”

BLAMELESS
Philippians 1:10 “That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ;”
1 Thessalonians 3:13 “To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”
1 Thessalonians 5:23 “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

This last reference is about our body, soul, and spirit -- everything about us ought to be 
blameless.  This is not just some spiritual, eternal thing that happens when we are changed 
into His likeness, this is our soul -- emotion, intellect and will.  Our body, the things we do, 
the places we go, the way we speak to people as we cross paths from day to day (especially 
our spouse) -- all of it ought to be blameless. 

IN CONCLUSION
We are just a little too easy on ourselves. We excuse our sin, justify our compromise, and 
condone our carnality. We are commanded to be clean, without spot, blameless, and to live 
at peace.  That is not some far-fetched ideological goal none will attain, it is what God asks of 
us. 

So where does yelling at our wives fit into this game plan?  How does pornography and dirty 
TV mold into this clear direction of “peace, without spot, and blameless?”  We all know 
good and well that none of that fits into the description of our marching orders.  

May we, as preachers, lift up the banner of holiness in our personal lives, and may holiness be 
found in our preaching at least once in a while.  May we never be people who bring down 
God's expectations to the level of our people, but rather strive to bring our people to the level 
of the Saviour.
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