
A Covenant of Life and Peace
And the Fear of God    

Men have not changed much over the generations:  preachers continue to follow the carnal things of this 
world, and marriages are still viewed as unimportant; but God continues to be a God of Holiness.

Malachi  2:4 “And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might 
be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.”
vs. 5 “My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he 
feared me, and was afraid before my name.”

We read in this passage of the covenant God had made with Levi from whose tribe came the preachers 
and those that cared for the temple.  God said there was a covenant of life and peace because they 
feared God!  Modern writers do not like the idea of the fear of God.  They want to say it means 
reverential trust or something silly like that.  So Malachi rephrased the statement with "afraid before my 
name." 

“Afraid before His Name” refers to the preachers, not the drug user. 

Evangelist Kevin Walker and his 
family have been a great blessing to 

our church on many occasions.

We are losing the very essence of 
the fear of God.  We pray without 
reverence; we study the Bible as 
a textbook; we toy with sin 
visually or flirt with sin around 
women or vulgar men. 



Go back to Malachi 2:2 “If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, 
saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings:”

God threatens to “curse their blessings.”  What all that means is a question, but one thing I know -- I 
don’t want God to curse the blessings He has given me! 

We need to rekindle some fearful trembling before God, to revisit the humble, “I can not believe God is 
going to let me preach” kind of thinking.

We look at sin in a casual manner because we do not fear God, yet life and peace come as a result of 
the fear of God.

Malachi 2:7 “For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth:  for 
he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.”

As pastors, we must seek knowledge.  We do not know it all; we have not gained all the spiritual truth 
God has available in the Scriptures.  The preachers in Malachi’s day had forgotten who they were -- they 
were “messengers of the LORD of hosts.”

Another thing Levi did (speaking figuratively of the tribe) was to turn people from sin to righteousness.
Malachi 2:6 “The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips:  he walked with 
me in peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.”

How very serious it is for us to turn ourselves and others from iniquity.  One of the main roles of a 
preacher is to turn people from sin.  Unless we learn the fear of God, we will do what feels good, or 
what makes us happy, or what gets us money, position, or praise.

With little or no fear of God, men forsake their vows, forsake their wives and children, and seek their 
own good and their own happiness.



Children atVacation Bible School are a joy.  
I lead singing, have fun with a few skits, and 

then turn them over to teachers for 
missionary stories and the Gospel.

Malachi 2:14 “Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife 
of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously:  yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy 
covenant.”
vs. 15 “And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he 
might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the 
wife of his youth.”
vs. 16 “For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence 
with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not 
treacherously.”

Fear of God?  It needs to be taught, cultivated, and instructed.
Psalms 34:11  “Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.”

The fear of God is a good thing. 
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