
Dress !
Some time ago, we found some old cliff-hanger police shows, I believe from the 40's?  It 
was interesting when we watched these shows that all the men wore ties, hats, and even 
the bad guys looked professional.  Not long ago, I saw a picture of my grandfather with 
some men in his family on a Sunday afternoon.  They were standing beside a corn field in 
Iowa with shotguns in hand.  It was a Sunday afternoon, they had been to church, they 
were walking the corn field shooting the pheasants.  It was just a matter of "It's Sunday, 
and we'll look sharp."  Driving to work this morning, I saw parents walking down the street 
dropping off their children at school, and one parent was wearing "pajama pants."  There 
was a day when no one would dream of wearing the same thing out in public that they 
would wear to bed.  Unless you lived behind a dumpster or under a bridge, there was a 
certain discretion, appropriateness, and reserve about life in general — this included all of 
society, not just preachers.  A man may have been found wearing shorts at the beach, but 
other than that it was only the little boys who wore shorts. !
Today, the sad thing that we see in Christian circles is how many conservative Christians 
think they have a conservative value system in their head, but it does not come out in 
their life.  They have brought down their caliber of dress to the point where there is no 
lower standard, short of indecency.  There are no "Sunday go to meeting” clothes.  Jeans 
and t-shirts are now acceptable at a funeral or a wedding, and school clothes and play 
clothes are no different from one another.  Most of my life, the public schools had a dress 
code; jeans were allowed to be worn on Friday and shorts were never allowed at school.  
Everybody knew that one acted better when he dressed better.  The parochial schools 
knew that the way one dresses affects the way one acts, thus their uniforms.  We see that 
in America today, our dress standard has completely relaxed and no attire is appropriate, 
discrete, or too casual for any environment; of course, that is how we act as well.  Our 
morals have been lowered to a gutter level along with our dress; loyalty to a spouse, 
church, and even to a job has just about disappeared.  A "me first" or "whatever feels 
good" mentality has become the “normal” way of thinking.  !
Much to the dismay of the contemporary church crowd, the great soul-winning churches 
seem to have a guy in front wearing a suit.  If he is found at the office, he will be in a tie; 
most anywhere else he is found, short of a ball game and a picnic, he will also most likely 
be found in a tie or a suit. !
When I was a college student, I longed to be what my heroes were, and that brought me 
to Bible, prayer, soul winning, separated living, and I wore a white shirt and tie.  I have a 
picture of Mrs. Goddard and I on a walk around campus in the snow, and I was dressed in 
a white shirt and tie.  Might I add, facial hair (and yes, I know Jesus had a beard) was not 



allowed in Bible college because the teachers were trying to get us in the habit of 
modeling our favorite preachers who were not magazine cover models, but clean-shaven, 
Baptist, church-building, soul-winning preachers. !
There seems to be an aversion to sharp business dress.  A marine is proud of his uniform:  
one for dress, another for battle.  Dress does matter.  Real fans often purchase jerseys of 
their favorite teams or players.  Be careful whom you mimic in your dress; it tends to reveal 
what team you are following.  !
I want the holiness of the soul-winning, Bible-believing crowd.  I want their passion for 
preaching versus teaching.  I want to reach to the heart of Fundamental, right-wing, old-
fashioned preachers and claim their lifestyle as my own; and that includes their hair cut, 
their music, their hymnal, their manner of life, and yes, their dress. !
As future leaders of the people of God, I would like to urge you to stay first class, to dress 
up a little above the necessary line, to practice discretion, appropriateness, and give each 
situation its due respect -- both with our words, our actions, and our appearance.   !
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