
They Won't Listen!  

The idea of people not listening is nothing new.  Adam and Eve had their trouble; 
their trouble was not caused by a poor leader, it was caused by poor listeners.  
The problem was not that God did not communicate well (which brought sin on 

the human race), the problem was the people who did not pay attention and 
thought they knew better.

You are not alone when you wonder why folks do not listen.  Notice the passage 
in the book of Isaiah:

Isaiah 28:9 “Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to 
understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the 

breasts.”
vs. 10 “For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, 

line upon line; here a little, and there a little:”
vs. 11 “For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.”

vs. 12 “To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to 
rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.”

vs. 13 “But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that 

they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.”

Let us go through these verses one by one:
vs. 9 “Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand 

doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.”

Just as little children need to be taught, Isaiah had to deal with these inattentive 
mockers, who were distracted by life, fascinated by the things of the world 

around them, and totally unconcerned with gaining real knowledge and 
understanding.  

vs. 10 “For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, 
line upon line; here a little, and there a little:”

vs. 11 “For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.”

Isaiah had to start with the most basic principles and teach the most foundational 
philosophies of the Word of God, little by little, one line after another.  Seeing as 
though the people he was teaching were as children, he struggled to know how 
to communicate.  The earnest leader may labor to find a manner through which 

to communicate simple truths, basic facts, and obvious subjects.  How could they 
not hear and understand?  Even Spurgeon, with the largest church of his time, 



and being the most prolific writer of Baptist history, had his own students turn 
from him to follow the “downgrade controversy” and accept the compromise 

within the Baptist union.   It was Jesus Who had His own followers turn away in 
fear, and many completely abandoned Him after hearing difficult messages such 
as the one in John 6.  The message has always been one of rest and blessing, 

they just would not hear.

Isaiah 28:12 “To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the 
weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.”

Isaiah told them the path on which to travel in order to have peace and be 
refreshed.  Isaiah and Jeremiah were trying to salvage their nation in a time of 

impending doom, yet the people would not hear.

Though you may be frustrated, you are not alone as you teach your children or 
preach to your congregation.  The obstinate heart has been around forever, and 

only God can break through to those who do not want to listen.  

You broken-hearted preachers whose words are all like sounding brass and 
tinkling symbols do not need to carry all the burden for your situation nor the 

blame for the uncooperative listener.  God and His prophets have faced exactly 
that same response for generations.  On occasion, followers will hear, but often 
they do not.  In fact, many times they will mock the preacher or parent whose 
message of warning implores the listener to flee the wrath to come.  Notice 

Isaiah’s audience:

vs. 13 “But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that 

they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.”

Isaiah’s audience made fun of the simple lessons he was teaching (vs. 10) and 
mocked his message, but they will “fall backward” and be “snared and taken,” 

and perhaps in that day, they will hear.  

How many times have I and others stood passionately for the old-time religion, 
not trying to build giant churches but urging our friends to stand for truth and 
allow God to build the attendance as He saw fit?  Yet, the flowery words and 
beautiful buildings of large congregations catch the eye, blind the heart, and 

deafen the ear.  Just as those who, thirty years ago, were told to take the name 
Baptist off their buildings because it was a stigma and hindering their growth,  



there are those today who go the way of the worldly music and casual 
atmosphere.  Yet, I know none of those “Baptists” who took the name off who 

experienced great growth; in fact, I do not know of any that grew at all.  

The mockers stand around ignoring the message of clear truth as if it were a silly 
children’s book or a fairy tale.  The message is the truth; truth carries blessings, 

and rest and refreshment come in the wake of simple obedience.  
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