
Lifestyle of the Pastor 
Jeremiah 23

We understand that the ministry of the New Testament pastor is different in many 
ways from the Old Testament prophet, yet here are thoughts to remind us of our 
responsibility to God and His people:  

Visit the “flock”
Jeremiah 23:2 “...Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not 
visited them”

Feed the “flock” 
Jeremiah 23:4  “And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them…”

God is Holy and expects the same of His prophets.
Jeremiah 23:9 “...because of the words of his holiness.”

Specific issues of unholiness among pastors are adultery and swearing.
Jeremiah 23:10 “For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land 
mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up,”

The entire land suffers when the pastors fail to do their duty. 

vs. 10 continues:  "... and their course is evil, and their force is not right.”
The preacher’s course (his very path of life, his goals, and his daily thinking — 
philosophically and ethically) is warped.  The very motive of his moving off course is his 
force.

The course, our direction, is led by our countless daily choices; these choices are the 
areas in which our direction changes, moving us off the course.

Having a wrong force (the motivating ideals, the inspiration that moves us) will lead us 
off course.  God and His Word should move us, motivate us, drive us, and direct our 
course. Ultimately, the Holy Spirit should be the power and director of our lives — not 
the crowd or the times in which we live.  Only God and His Word, empowered by His 
Spirit, can correctly guide and direct us.  

Preachers became corrupt or defiled — “profane."
vs. 11 “For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their 
wickedness, saith the LORD.”

The pastor's preaching moved people off track, away from the path God had chosen.  
He taught compromise, complacency, and a casual worldly lifestyle — all topics that are 
acceptable to a large audience.  God's men have always been misfits, a little off the 
main stream.



vs. 13 “And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and 
caused my people Israel to err.”

Adultery and lying became common among the pastors. 
vs. 14 “I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit 
adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth 
return from his wickedness: they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants 
thereof as Gomorrah.”

Jeremiah 23:22 “But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear 
my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of 
their doings.”

As in the last half of verse 14, the pastor's ministry should turn people from sin.  If the 
pastor is doing his job correctly, the listener should be moved to holiness and a 
separated life. For listeners to remain complacent and comfortable in their evil ways, 
shows that the pastor has failed to walk with God and stay near to God's Word. 

vs. 28 “...he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully…”
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