
Providing for One’s Own

Over the many years, we have seen some good families lose their marriage, both church 
members and folks in the ministry.  It happens and we are not against them, they are 
casualties on the battle field, and we ought to love them any way we can.

As pastors, one thing we should care about is the spouse of a preacher or missionary.  We 
often hold those in the ministry to a higher standard.  We seem to expect more of them, 
and I guess that is right.  But many times we find some good, young lady who went off to 
Bible college with the same dreams as her pastor husband did.  She, too, prepared and 
loved the ministry.  But when things go bad in the home, what does she do?  Or when her 
spouse dies prematurely, what does she do?

The husband often stays on the mission field.  There is little help for a lady then unless it be 
family or a pastor.  Sometimes the husband comes home and works, and then the laws 
help the lady and children, but not always.  We try to stay abreast of the situation, and until 
she is at least stable, we try to support these wounded ladies and their children.

For many years, our church has had the policy of supporting the lady who has been 
abandoned, whether it be through death or divorce.  God says if the man does not 
support his own he is worse than an infidel, and my experience is that in most cases of a 
marriage problem the man blames the wife rather than supporting her and the children.  
So I, as a pastor, will shift the support he once received and, for a while, send it to the lady.  
In almost every case, she has faced life without much of anything from her husband.  She 
has almost always had the children for whom to care.   Here she is alone or a widow, often 
with children.  When these families came to our church, we expressed love and concern.   
Where is that love now?

Each pastor needs to make a decision what to do, but these are soldiers who went to 
battle as our representatives and I, for one, can not abandon them.  We support widows 
and young mothers whose husbands have forsaken them; we support both groups of 
ladies the same way.  Whether it be a pastor's wife or a missionary, I feel a lady has 
sacrificed her home, her comforts, her dreams, and she has tried; she may not have been 
perfect, but she gave it a good shot and our church wants her to have a monthly reminder 
that the life she offered on the alter was not forgotten. 
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