
WHAT PEOPLE WANT 
!
Recently, much discussion has taken place in regards to a big government versus a little 
government, and some are saying a big government that runs things is "what the people want."  
The problem with that viewpoint is first, the surveys and statistics probably do not measure up to 
reality.  Most people do not want the government interfering with their lives.  A few handouts, 
surely, but they do want the control that comes with government oversight.  Whether they do or 
do not want the government to run them is not the big issue — the issue is not "what the 
people want,” but "what is right" that must be done!  Just because people want something does 
not mean it is right — not in a family, a church, or in America.  !
As a Constitutional Republic, the rights of the minority are protected from the will of the majority 
in countless areas.  Thus, our Founding Fathers point of view:  even if the people want a different 
type of government, our Constitution and the principles upon which our government is based 
demand that we do the right thing in the right way and not what the "will of the people” is.!

!
Each one of these girls has grown up in our 

church.  My wife and I have been their friends, 
teachers, and guides for life.  Our goal is to help 
them think Biblically and not to go out do their 

own thing. !
Off politics and on to the church and the 
family:  if the will of the church members was 
the standard by which right and wrong is 
judged, then Paul would not have told 
Timothy that his preaching should "reprove, 

rebuke, and exhort."  The Scriptures are full of instructions to preachers indicating their duty is to 
"show my people their transgressions."  The preacher was to "lift up thy voice like a trumpet" and to 
tell the people that they should "seek the old path." !
When Paul said the man was to "rule the house,” he assumed there would be times dad was 
running against the grain and not pleasing the rest of the family.  Parenting means teaching the 
children to think correctly, not letting the children be left to their own way.  And if a wife is told to 
be in submission, there must be times when she differs from her husband, and she is to let his 
desire take the lead.  Every great military, social or religious revival is centered around someone 
with a vision rallying the people to himself and not the other way around.  Hitler and Stalin led 
the people to think a certain way and to be dissatisfied with the state of affairs in their 
government.  The leader molding the thoughts of the follower effected a great political and 
military reversal which was tragic in the case of Hitler and Stalin, but nonetheless, factual (for 
better or worse). 



!
This group of college students came by after 
church one Sunday night for burgers and to 

"hang out" with their Pastor.  The Pastor’s goal?  
"My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes 

observe my ways." !!
We could look at a Dwight Moody or Billy 
Sunday or the revivals led by R.A. Torrey, Peter 
Cartwright, George Whitfield, Billy Graham, 
John R. Rice, or Jack Hyles.  Whenever we talk 
about a great spiritual awakening, there was a 
man who turned the hearts of the people, a 
man who had a vision for the way things 
ought to be or a problem that needed to be 
corrected.  That man then pulled the minds of 
the people in his direction.  In the case of our 
current President, he ran on a campaign of 
dissatisfaction, frustration, economic injustice, 
and he caused such thorough dissatisfaction 
among the people that he won the election 
even though he was totally incapable of correcting any problem; however, he did confound 
things much more.  He was a man molding the thoughts and ideas of a people.   

!
When it comes to pastoring a church, starting a church, or building a church over decades, every 
spiritual leader, every pastor needs to understand that it is his Biblical responsibility  to help the 
people know how to think.  It is the job of the pastor or spiritual leader to correct wrong thinking 
and create right thinking. !

Here, after more than three decades, is a 
Saturday morning group heading out soul 

winning.  There are groups who go out almost 
every day of the week, but this normal summer 
Saturday gathering represents people who have 
been taught what is right and wrong, who for the 
most part have sat in church three times a week 

for many years shaping their thinking.  !



!
We can go to the Book of Judges and find people hurting and broken — a society in chaos.  A 
God-called leader had turned the people from wrong and had drawn them to right.  !
The idea that preachers should find out what the people want in a church and then build a 
church around those ideologies is foolish, an idea that can only result in carnality, self-
centeredness, and a spiritual famine.  My wife and I witnessed to a lady recently, and she turned 
out to be saved already.  She boasted of her Bible knowledge while she proceeded to tell of her 
broken marriage, lesbian daughter (obviously she did not agree with judgmental preaching), and 
her 16-year-old son who never feels comfortable in youth groups, but would rather stay with his 
mom.  Might I suggest — she needs preaching to learn to think right.  She knew a great deal of 
Bible facts, but she needed Bible facts turned into lifestyle application. !
The very thing our Saviour did as He walked this earth was to challenge the false thinking of the 
people.  He straightened out their thinking on the law, salvation, lifestyle, selling in the temple; he 
corrected their beliefs on works and faith, repentance, marriage, and just about everything else.   !
The preacher’s job is to do right, not to follow the wishes of the congregation.  Of course, 
preachers are exhorted to be "wise as serpents and harmless as doves;” they are told not only to 
"delicately bring a servant up from a child" (Proverbs 29), but also much more regarding the 
methods they use; but I’m sorry — the leader is there is lead folks to change, not console their life 
of error.  Great leaders, for good or bad, do not give the people what the people think is best — 
they teach people how to think. !
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