
Decision Making

In recent years (not in the twenty years prior), men asking for an appointment for counseling 
regarding their future has become common.  We set up a meeting and the man comes with his 
wife (sometimes with his wife and children), and we all discuss the situation and try to find the 
will of God.

When Abraham was called to move, he was met by God, directed, and then Abraham met with 
the family to begin the travel plans.  (We assume the last part, the first is for sure.)

When God called Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt, he needed to leave his home of forty years, 
leave a steady and peaceful job, and face uncertain times.  God and Moses met on the mountain 
at the bush and the venture began.  I have no doubt there were preparations, but the decision 
was made on the mountain with God, Moses, and Aaron.

Exodus 4:18 “And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, Let 
me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet 
alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.”
vs. 19 “And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are 
dead which sought thy life.”
vs. 20 “And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to the 
land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.”

There were some tough times in the new ministry, so Moses sent the wife and children back to 
stay with her parents for a while; Moses himself stayed on track with the calling of God.

Exodus 18:2 “Then Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent 
her back,”
vs. 5 “And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto Moses into the 
wilderness, where he encamped at the mount of God:”
vs. 6 “And he said unto Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and 
her two sons with her.”

When God called Paul and Barnabas, it was in a prayer meeting with some of the church men.
Acts 13:1 “Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.”
vs.  2 “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”
vs.   3 “And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them 
away.”

I remember Brother Hyles preaching about "mama called and papa sent" men. It is God Who 
should call us, not parents or wives.    Likewise, it is God Who should change our course, not 



wives or family.  (Oh, we need prophets again who thunder out unpopular truths to keep the 
course straight in our nation's pulpits.)

Ladies, be careful whom you marry; then walk with God, and trust the two of them to make the 
big decisions about life.

Men, your wife can not call you into the ministry, nor is she likely to direct you into the will of 
God.

Men, when I asked my wife to marry me, I reminded her my intention was to go overseas.    I 
said, "If you are not ready to live in a grass hut or in an apartment in Paris, do not marry me."

I had spoken to my father-in-law about marrying his daughter.  My wife and I had gone looking 
at rings.  I was being moved toward completing Bible college in Indiana rather than California.  
My, then, girlfriend's father did not like the idea of her leaving the area for college, but that had 
nothing to do with my decisions.  I was following the leading of God, a girl would fit in 
somewhere, but I was not about to change the leading of God over a lady!

Before I started our church, I met with God at great lengths.  I knew I was to preach, but needed 
to fine-tune some things.    I went to the president of my college and he suggested I stay in the 
States for a few years, pastor a church, and see what God would do with me.    I went to my 
pastor, Dr. Hyles, and told him the counsel of Dr. Evans, he agreed, and we picked a place.  I 
went home to tell my wife that we were going to go and start a church.  

Had my wife not been in agreement, I doubt I would have gone, but the decision making was 
done between myself and the Lord and good counsel.

I love stories like David and Abagail; her godly, humble advice kept him from killing a foul man 
and his people.  I preach on spirit-filled women and mention Joel 2 and other passages like that.  
I teach about Deborah in the book of Judges, and Huldah who gave advice to Josiah before the 
great revival and rebuilding took place.
Judges 4:4 “And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.”
2 Kings 22:14 “So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went 
unto Huldah the prophetess...” 

I am a believer in listening to our wives; they have a perception we do not have, but when we are 
charting a serious course I am reminded of two famous stories:

Genesis 3:17 “And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed 
is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;”
Genesis 16:2 “And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from 
bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And 
Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.”



Ladies, push your husband to God.    Men, take ample time, days or weeks, to seek out the 
direction of the Holy Spirit, but do not feel it necessary to include your wife on every decision, 
especially if that decision involves direction.

When we needed to sell our home and move, I made the decision, met with realtors, and signed 
the papers.  In fact, the process was completed while my wife was out of town.  We were on the 
phone, and I was letting her know what was going on, but she pushed the decision on me.  Then 
after saving some money and getting pre-approval for the next loan, I dumped the next step on 
her.   The new house was where she would live and what she would have to clean; I let her pick 
out the house.  I went to look with her a couple times, but she would tell you, I liked every one.  
If she was happy with it, I was happy.   In fact, with the house we purchased, I told her to open 
escrow before I had seen it.    She would not, but it was fine with me.    I set the budget, I 
determined the move, I did not care where we lived as long as it was near the church. 

Men, if God calls you to preach before marriage, then as a married couple, you and your wife 
feel secular work might be best, perhaps you should have some serious meetings with the Lord.  
No wife should be “un-calling” her husband.  Many a good family follows God's leading and 
then after a few years somehow "feel led of God" to move to the town where the wife's parents 
live, or grandma and grandpa "feel led of God" to move where some grandchildren live.  These 
decisions are not right or wrong, but once again, be sure these moves are prompted by the call 
of the Lord.

It is your life (but really it isn't, we are bought with a price).

Men, get with God and find the path He would have you follow.  Ladies, you stay out of it.  God 
calls a man to serve Him, and God calls a lady to serve her husband.  The will of God for the 
wife is clear -- let the man find his calling alone with God and then through good counsel.  
Ladies, God did not call you or your husband to follow your married children.  If your husband 
feels that is the right path, then follow him, but do not push it.  You may find yourself far from 
being where you belong.
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