
Get What You Can

A young couple comes to you wanting to get married, and everyone involved knows it is 
too soon.  At this point, you have to make some choices.  You can deny their request and 
refuse to help, or you can try to postpone the wedding long enough to pray that God helps 
them see more clearly.  There is no point in making them your enemies.  As pastors, we have 
no crystal ball, but we can urge them to take their time, and we can speak of the value of 
seeking the favor of mom and dad.  We may wish they would cancel their plans, but most of 
us are simply not that persuasive.  The best chance for success is to get what you can -- a 
delay, time for God to work on their hearts and for them to think.

A young person wants to go to college.  You hope most young people will choose a 
Christian college, but down deep inside, you know they are not likely to succeed.  Why not 
keep them close to home?  Suggest something specialized, like a trade school.  That way they 
can stay in church, live at home, and save some money.  Perhaps you can keep them growing 
as a Christian.

Another young person is considering college, and he does not know where to go either.  
This time you think they might go to a Christian college, but they are just not sure.  Why not 
ask them to consider going for one year, just as a trial run?  They will be out of the house, in a 
good environment, and will have a chance to meet some more young people.  A good first 
year might make the difference in eternal choices.  

To the right is just such a young man.  He went to Bible 
college for one year, met the right girl, and ended up not only 

graduating, but also spending five years in Africa.

In Nehemiah 3, we read about the building of the wall.  
Some people built great sections of the wall; others did very little.  Some built near their own 
home...
Nehemiah 3:23 “After him repaired Benjamin and Hashub over against their house. After 
him repaired Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah by his house.”



Making the wall near your home good is only wise.  Others repaired the first piece of the wall 
for which they were responsible, and then went on to do a lot more...
Nehemiah 3:19  “And next to him repaired Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, 
another piece over against the going up to the armoury at the turning of the wall.”

People are not all the same.  All will not behave the same way at work, at home, or at church.  
Relax! Don't panic -- just love the people who come and understand that we are all different, 
both in our views and in our effort out on a job.

Brother Hyles told of a lady who attended his church for decades and as far as he knew never 
was involved in any soul winning ministry.  Then, something clicked, and she joined the 
Phoster Club.  That year, she won many souls to Christ.  (The lady was in her 70's before this 
happened.)

Be pleased with the great honor of preaching the Gospel.  Be delighted that people will come 
to church, and by all means, rejoice in any small job they perform.
 

These five men were in our youth department 
as teens. All five went off to Bible college; 

two graduated.  Now, at ages between 
38-42, they represent a deacon, an RU 
director, a bus captain, an adult Sunday 
school teacher, and a children’s Sunday 

school teacher.   Guess they turned out fine!  
(Each one came back with a great wife too!)

They are not all cut out for the same job.  Every one of these men means the world to me as 
their pastor.  Each one chose his own path, married well, and loves his pastor.  I was careful 
not to ask too much of any one of them.  My goal was to urge them to be their best for God; 
that was all. 

Everyone will not be the same, but everyone counts for God.  Everyone will not produce the 
same.  Some will be two talent people; others five or ten, but every one ought to know they 
are loved.  As pastor, be content to nudge each member along a little farther.  
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