
OLD MEN SHOULD LISTEN

Over the last thirty-five years of pastoring and spending several years in the ministry before that, 
I  have  seen  that  older  preachers  can  make  tragic  choices  just  as  young  preachers  can.    I 
remember a local pastor friend who was very successful, yet found himself single.  Although far 
along the lines of success and maturity, he married very unwisely.  In fact, he told me it was so.  
He had 500 members in his church, and everyone sought his advice.  He admitted to me how 
unwise and imprudent his choice had been. Not only do the college student needs advice when 
choosing a spouse, but also the fifty-year-old pastor whose wife has gone to Heaven prematurely. 

I can think of several occasions when a godly, successful man has chosen to leave his pulpit to 
take another position.  No sinfulness influenced his decision; he was not asked to leave, nor was 
he compelled by a great paycheck or earthly fame.   He simply made a ministry change.   As I 
dictate these notes, name after name crosses my mind; men who are my friends. Yet, in nearly 
four  decades,  these  men  would  tell  you,  in  hindsight,  that  their  choices  were  very  wrong.  
Proverbs 20:18 tells  us,  “…with good advice make war.”  Proverbs urges us  to  listen to the 
counsel of the wise. 

After decades of successful ministry, older pastors face a specific danger. Success earns the ear 
of younger preachers as well as church members; people come to us for advice and to seek out 
wisdom and instruction. The danger comes when we forget that we too need good counsel. It 
seems the greater a ministry grows, the less we are willing to turn to a godly brother and seek his 
input on our decisions. 
 
Just entering into my sixties and the fourth decade of ministry, I have assembled a trusted string 
of counselors. This week, I was praying over a staff decision, and I needed to get someone’s 
input.  I called a very respected man, though he is 20 years my junior.  I have just enough sense 
to realize that I do not know it all and that God has endowed some people with great wisdom, 
people who have decades of experience; these are people I will trust.

It was not a young man who ruined his life and ministry and brought about the split of the nation 
of Israel — it was an older man,  Solomon. Was it not David, a young man, who took Bathsheba 
and  committed adultery?    Also, remember the tragic story of Uzziah and his foolish choices.  
Each of these men made choices that ruined their life and ministry after decades of success.
  
2 Chronicles 26:19 “Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and 
while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in 
the house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar.”
vs. 20 “And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he was 
leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out, 
because the LORD had smitten him”

Proverbs 1:5 “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall 
attain unto wise counsels:”



Proverbs  12:1  “Whoso  loveth  instruction  loveth  knowledge:  but  he  that  hateth  reproof  is 
brutish.” 

I suggest that no one make major decisions without counsel — that includes ME!!   I have very 
wise, godly children.  I have a few older preachers in America to whom I am close.  I have some 
younger men in the ministry to whom I could turn happily to seek their input on life. 
 
Gentlemen, may we not fail to follow our own advice to our members; may we seek the wisdom 
of others to guard our future.
 
Pastor Bruce Goddard 


