
Appropriate or Biblical

We do not have the best church nor the most productive church, but we have a faithful, 
unchanging church membership that has kept up the work of God, since 1982.   God, in 
His mercy, has seen fit to bless us in many unusual ways.

Few of the men who are now pastors in California were in the ministry when I started, 
but many of my friends started shortly after I did.  One thing I can see that results from 
decades of ministry is change.   Have you ever seen a poster or old picture, and you 
immediately dated it by the ladies’ hair or style of car?   Sure, the world changes.   Go 
back to my childhood years and you will find sitcoms in which (IF there were a bedroom 
scene) a couple slept in separate twin beds -- yes, things have changed.  

The older one gets the more change he can see.   Much of change is only life situations 
and no big deal.    I like air conditioning; I like indoor plumbing -- those are great 
changes!  Someone complained about the idea of staying the same and not changing; 
he referred to a PA system as an example, and I agree.   Change is not dangerous, but 
change in your direction is dangerous.  If you do not constantly adjust the wheel of your 
car, you will end up in the ditch.   We must keep on the road if we are to arrive at our 
desired destination.   Drifting is dangerous!   In a boat away from the shore, slight turns 
will cause you to completely miss your destination and end up lost at sea.

The pressure on preachers to change their standards is constant -- it is nothing new.   I 
faced pressure during the first weeks of my church.   The most pressure came from the 
subjects on dress for women and long hair on guys.  Pressure to change is always 
there.  You who are new in the ministry are not the first men to face this pressure.  This 
year is not the first time we are being pushed to conform to the world.  One big pressure 
is  to change dress and modesty.  When we started our church, I was  told that California 
and beaches did not go well with modesty (that was 1982).  As I already said, the 
pressure to change is nothing new.   What I have seen is that churches have gone from 
biblical modesty, a lifestyle God asks  of us, to APPROPRIATE MODESTY, meaning you 
wear a dress or suit to church but a swim suit to the beach and shorts to Knott’s Berry 
Farm.   That is a dramatic change.   Appropriate in this situation means "fitting with the 
world."   I will have none of it!   We redecorate our buildings constantly; we update our 
website, change our stationary, and work on keeping the bulletin fashionable.  Those 
changes are reasonable, but we will not change direction when it deals with Bible 
issues.  

Some years ago, my wife and I were at Knott’s Berry Farm with our family and met one 
of the best-known pastors in California.  He was there with his staff and most of his 
ladies were in pants or shorts.   Around that time, one of my men was at this same 
pastor’s church visiting the pastor.  His secretary came in wearing shorts, and the pastor 
explained that it was her day off work.   Now, what another church does  is none of my 



business, but that pastor portrays himself as a fundamental leader, one who stands for 
the faith of our fathers and works at being a leader among pastors.   Be sure of this: 
Appropriate modesty was their philosophy.   Clothing worn on a day off work is 
obviously different than that which we would wear on a work day, but we do not change 
the manner of biblical modesty.

The debate is APPROPRIATE VS. BIBLICAL MODESTY.    At that pastor’s church on 
Sunday, you would see about what you would see at my church, but away from church is 
a totally different story.  My ladies may go from nice dresses at church to denim skirts 
at home, but not to jeans.  

Again, what another pastor does is not my business, but slight change is unseen unless 
it is observed over a period of time.   We may see a church start to slowly change its 
music, dress, and soul winning.  The church will go from soul winning to passing out 
tracts; that is a change with a dramatically different destination.   Twenty years ago, 
Rick Warren pushed a casual, purpose-driven church; most Baptists knew it to be the 
world creeping into the church, but now, after a couple decades of familiarity, most 
Baptists have succumbed to the purpose-driven ideas, and the world is  very welcome in 
the churches.  
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