
BOLDLY

Along with inviting the world to guide the music program in churches and looking 
to nightclubs to orchestrate our "light shows" during singing, Bible messages, or 
youth conferences, we have also allowed the world to convince us to forsake 
soul-winning methods.

Reading this morning in Acts, I saw these words... confounded, boldly, and 
disputed.   Look at these verses which refer to Paul and his "outreach ministry."  
(A term I would not use, but it fits the "conform to the world" church culture 
being shoved down the throats of our young preachers.)

Acts 9:22 “But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews 
which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.”
vs. 27 “But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared 
unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, 
and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.”
vs. 29 “And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against 
the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.”

The leading men in so-called "Baptist" circles are telling us to pass out fliers, to 
offer invitations, and to create a warm atmosphere in which the lost will feel 
welcome.   Young preachers and Bible college students are being systematically 
drawn away from soul winning.  I prefer to follow the Bible!

Ephesians 6:19 “And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,”
vs. 20 “For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, 
as I ought to speak.”

Acts 18:28 “For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by 
the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.”

I am in support of being kind, thoughtful, and appropriate, but understand this: 
the founders of our faith were not thrown into lions’ dens because they were 
politically correct, kind, and unobtrusive.  The folks we read about in Acts were in 
trouble because they told people they were sinners; they proved the faith in 



which others believed was false, and they contended for the truth.  (Jude 3)

Acts 26:22 “Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, 
witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which 
the prophets and Moses did say should come:”
vs. 23 “That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise 
from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.”

It sounds as if Paul were talking to folks about their souls.   "Small and great" 
sounds as though he were talking to everyone.

John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me.”

In John 5, Jesus challenged those who knew their Bibles; He challenged their 
religion and assured them that they had no eternal life in their vain religious 
works.

John the Baptist got in trouble for calling the political leader of his day an 
adulterer.  John was known for telling religious leaders they were frauds and for 
telling folks to get their lives to validate their professions of faith.

After the apostles were arrested in Acts 4, they were questioned, and their 
response was not very nice…
vs. 19 "But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.”
vs. 20 “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."

When Jesus said to go into all the world and preach, He intended that we do 
exactly that.   Distributing fliers is okay, but talking to people is better.   Gospel 
tracts are great, but going eyeball to eyeball and asking folks about their souls is 
far better.   Preach means preach.   It means to use our words, our mouths, and 
our minds, and to talk to people.  Preach does not mean merely posting internet 
Gospel messages, although I am in favor of all these things.  Let us not forget to 
open our mouths "boldly" as we ought to speak for God.
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