
NOT TEACHING 
BUT APPLICATION

The application of the Bible is what makes the difference in the lives of people, not the 
teaching of the Bible.

Although we are surrounded by teachers, only when we apply the Bible to our lives does 
the Word become alive and change us.

As Stephen recounting  the Scriptures, he reminded the listeners of all that had happened 
from Abraham to the prophets.  No one was angry or offended by the message.  But then 
he turned to the matter of their personal lives and said,

Acts 7:51 “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.”
vs. 52 “Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them 
which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the 
betrayers and murderers:”

Invitations at camp follow strong, pointed preaching.  Decisions and prayer ought to be 
a natural partner with Bible preaching.

At this point, the hearers were cut to the heart and gnashed upon him with their teeth.  
American church goers are being taught volumes of facts and information.  Let's be 
honest, when do modern teachers of the Bible ever cause anyone to be ‘cut to the heart’?  
I do not mean to say we should plan things that make people angry, but we need to apply 
the Scriptures to their lives so the Word brings about change.  In any culture, facing what 
the Scripture says will cause conflict between the flesh and the Spirit.

You can not read far in the Bible before someone gets in trouble for his preaching.  One 
problem in America today is that soft, ear-tickling  compromisers would rather have their 
building filled with people than have their preaching filled with the Spirit.

Remember Paul's instruction to Timothy, "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."  (2 Timothy 4:2)

Our Lord probably never spoke a word of Scripture that the religious leaders did not 
know.  It was when He pointed out their compromise and double standards that He got 
into trouble with them.  It is not teaching the truth, but applying  the truth that changes the 
hearts and lives of people.  You will notice few young people passionate about Christ in a 
church that focuses primarily on “Bible-teaching.”  Young  people are revolutionaries; they 



are passionate for change.  Adults, on the other hand, love facts and knowledge that make 
them feel good, feel spiritual and which allows them to be comfortable with their religion 
and the world at the same time.

Matthew 23:2 “Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:”
vs. 3 “All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, [that] observe and do; but do not ye 
after their works: for they say, and do not.”

America is being  ruined by the Bible teacher movement.  We have lost preaching that 
applies truth to our lives and forces people to make a decision. 

John Rice said he was drawn to the young  Jack Hyles because his preaching  always had a 
hook in it -- something that grabbed people, got their attention, pulled them over to the 
other side of a philosophy or standard.

Not only teach the Bible, but also apply it; make the truth clear, and bring  about a change 
in the lives of listeners.  Preaching  is truth aflame -- truth with a tear in the eye, a passion 
in the voice, and a burning in the heart.  If we do not reprove, rebuke, and exhort, we are 
not preaching the Bible way, no matter how large the crowd.


