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Good Morning,

I sat on a plane with a cameraman for a famous, religious, Christian broadcaster.  We spoke of 
the Lord for a while, and he told me of filming Manny Pacquiao talking with Rick Warren.  He 
was amazed as Pacquiao reached over to the pastor’s Bible and began showing him passages 
of Scripture, and to the cameraman's surprise, he said it seemed the boxer spoke more of the 
Word and things of God than did the pastor.  

When I hear an interview with a sports star, I expect to hear a sports/worldly kind of vocabulary.  
Not necessarily swearing or vulgar words, just a lot of worldly slang and jargon that fits the 
casual, worldly community.  When I hear a politician speak, I, likewise, expect to hear their 
political vocabulary (although our current president tends to go against the usual jargon).

What about pastors and the people of God?  The conversation of a child of God should be 
typical of those whose mind is set on the Lord.  (Colossians 3:1)  I do not want my doctor talking 
like a baseball star or my escrow agent chatting like a drug dealer on the street.  My brother was 
the last of our immediate family to trust Christ (it was about thirty years after I was saved).  After 
his salvation, one thing was obvious, the change touched his vocabulary as much as it did his 
daily life.  When a man represents a king or nation as an ambassador, we would expect 
professional and carefully chosen words.  Should not the high and lofty position of Pastor also 
affect a man’s words and presentation?  Today, it seems that the contemporary pastors have 
adopted the words of the world and its conversation, just as it was said of the backslidden 
Israelites:
Nehemiah 13:24 “And their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in 
the Jews’ language, but according to the language of each people.”

Too many Christians speak half Christian and half worldly.  They maintain a mixture of gang 
slang with sports jargon sprinkled with a little "Jesus speech" on the top.  Before you crucify me, 
think about this matter of words.  Every subculture has their own "lingo."  Surfers, 
skateboarders, and sports nuts, all have their own way of communicating — so should the child 
of God; it is absolutely normal and right, not strange.

No matter who we are, we use words to express our feelings.  We reach into our vocabulary to 
seek appropriate words to communicate the innermost thoughts and feelings of our soul.  The 
song writer or poet is skilled in the use of words to paint mental pictures and to arouse emotions 
appropriate to the situation.  Words matter!

Most of us know that the word conversation in the Bible is much deeper than just a word, but the 
definition does include words.  Notice how Paul speaks of his past life with the word 
conversation:   
Galatians 1:13 “For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that 
beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:”

I believe our words should change as our love and life become more thoroughly focused upon 
the Lord.

Ephesians 4:22 “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man…"



We are to put off our former conversation.  A rapper who gets saved should learn to speak 
decent English and communicate with biblical terms.  Whether it be his hat or hair, vocabulary or 
dress, a gang member who gets saved should change from the inside out and, at some point, 
his changed life should touch the way he speaks.

James 3:13 “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a 
good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.”
1 Peter 1:15 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation;”

HOLY in all manner of conversation. Our very words should be holy.  The word holy means "set 
apart" or different.  The word holy does not mean just a lack of vulgarity but sanctified or set 
apart from one thing unto another, or from the world and to God.  

Again, the meaning of conversation includes words and lifestyle in general, we see how there 
ought to be a different walk when one is a child of God.  Strutting down the street, flashing gang 
signs, dragging the bottom of the pants, and having a three-foot chain attached to the keys or 
wallet is a "gang" thing, not a "Christ" thing.  

Some might say that the issue is the heart and not the outward appearance, but in fact, what we 
are inside cannot help but begin to show on our outside — it cannot be stopped.  If a pastor or 
even a church member sounds like a sports commentator, then he perhaps needs to refill the 
inside with the "new man" and stop listening to the world so much that it literally oozes out in 
words, appearances, and actions.

Many years ago, someone said that a famous pornographer had been led to Christ.  When 
asked about his porn magazine that had been published for years, he said that he would 
continue to publish it, only now it would be "Christian pornography."  Obviously, that was 
impossible, and little or nothing was heard of his faith after that.  When Peter was in the 
frightening situation of association with Jesus, he began “to curse and to swear, saying, I know 
not the man."  (Matthew 26:74)

Yes, our inside shows in our words and actions.  Panic, fear, and danger brought about some 
less-than-Christian actions in Peter's life.  Did he love our Lord?  Yes, I believe he did, but his 
circumstances determined his words and actions, and at a weak moment, he turned to his old 
fisherman's vocabulary.  

Child of God, fill your soul with the things of God so you will speak as one who is on his way to 
Heaven.  Pastor, order your meditations so that when you open your mouth, you speak as one 
who is full of God and His Word.  A worldly vocabulary is a reflection of a worldly heart.
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