
It’s Hard, But Do It Anyway

Go, preach, baptize, and make disciples.   That was the commission the Saviour 
left to us, a commission involving a great deal of work.  The load that comes with 
the Great Commission is difficult as well.

2 Timothy 2:3 “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.”

Let us take a walk through my church this morning:  we find a couple who has 
been married over 60 years, and the wife has dementia, does not know her 
husband, and can hardly walk or eat.  We could then pass another couple who has 
been married for over 60 years, and the husband is slowly dying of cancer.  
Three young couples in our church have cancer plaguing their minds; children 
still need to be trained, and bills still need to be paid.   We see or walk by many, 
lonely widows who put on a smile each Sunday and come to church but go home 
to empty homes, and wonder what their future holds while having no one to 
stand by them in their hours of need.  

Should we even venture into the lives of our bus teens:  abuse, poverty, needing 
to live with grandparents because of the mess, and the grandparents who are not 
financially equipped or healthy enough to raise children.   The father of four 
children from  the ages of 18 months to 12 years old was recently saved and 
baptized; his wife recently passed away.   Are we considering difficulties and 
HARD times yet?   

My church has the finest people, the hardest workers, most faithful teachers and 
bus ministry workers, and yet their lives are filled with hurt, loss, suffering, 
doubt, emotional grief, and so much more.  These wonderful people are the ones 
who do the work of our church and pay my salary.  How can I crumble because 
the ministry is difficult? 

Too much ministry and not enough time keeping a close relationship with the 
wife results in a preacher who suffers difficulties at home; but most of us 
preachers do not work more hours than the many members of our churches who 
also struggle with long hours and lack time for marriage and relationships.   Just 



because you serve the Lord does not make you exempt from the laws of nature.  
There must be physical affection; there must be time together to talk, to share 
thoughts, and to express friendship and pleasure with one another; if we do not, 
someone is likely to snap.   

2 Timothy 4:5 “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”

1 Corinthians 13:7 “Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things.”

In the early church, Paul and the others had it difficult too, but they went in the 
strength of the Lord.

We all have a tough time, but most of us in the ministry are free to date our wife 
whenever we wish or choose to do so.   We, for the most part, do not “punch a 
clock” like our members, and we can go for an afternoon walk or slip out for 
lunch together.  

A walk with God and listening to messages on the home should warn each wife 
and husband about their home.  There is no excuse for not noticing marital issues 
in time to allow the couple to realign the relationship.   How many lessons have 
we heard on the vital role of intimacy?   How many sermons mention weekly 
dates and time to talk together?   We, in the ministry, of all people, should know 
to keep striving to improve our marriage relationships!    

Is this difficult?   Of course, but no more difficult than for our friends at church.  
Is health trouble plaguing our marriages?   Of course, just as it plagues dozens of 
our friends.  Do we have pressure with finances?   Yes, just as the men and ladies 
in the bus ministry constantly face.   Do church staff members have more attacks 
from Satan?  Perhaps, I do not know.   I do know we have an eternal God, and 
that our first priority is to walk with Him and seek His wisdom and strength.  

A pastor recently wrote this to me:  “This has been the hardest stretch of time in 
my ministry.”   I believe he has some real battles to face, but some of his members 
are facing the hardest stretch of time in their lives as well.   His members need 



their pastor to bring the assurance of God and His presence into their troubled 
world. 

We are all subject to like passions:
James 5:17 “Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of 
three years and six months.”

Elias had the same trouble as anyone else, but he kept going and did the work of 
God with power and great results.  
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