
Must We Disciple?

One of the criticisms of soul-winning churches is the issue of “discipleship.”

How do you disciple all those people?  Do you just win them and discard them into the world?  
How are they to grow?  These are logical questions.  They are even reasonable questions, but 
most importantly, are they Biblical?

Jesus said to preach to every creature.  Jesus Himself preached to great crowds who came and 
went.  In Acts 2, the first big day had 3,000 people baptized.  There was no follow-up class, no 
training, no “let me explain why you are about to get baptized” class.  Discipleship just 
happened, and they preached daily house to house, in the markets, and everywhere.

Back to the point of this message: what about the man in Mark 5?  Here he is -- a demon-
possessed, crazy man living in the tombs, who gets converted and sits in his right mind.  His 
great desire is to go with Jesus.  But how did our Lord respond?

Mark 5:18 “And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil 
prayed him that he might be with him.” 
vs. 19 “Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell 
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.”

How could this young convert make it without discipleship?  How could he grow?  Jesus basically 
sent him out soul winning alone the day he got saved.  Wow!  What was our Lord thinking?  Yet, 
we see the Saviour committing this man to the grace of God.  When Jesus made His next visit 
to that area, everyone showed up to greet Him, a response which was certainly very different 
from that of His first visit when the people wanted Him to depart out of their coasts.

I am for discipleship.  We have a dozen adult classes in which teachers have a small group which 
they are to follow up on and try to disciple.  We have two different twelve-week courses taught 
on Wednesday nights (we created these during our regular Bible study because of crowds too 
large to fit in our auditorium).  Each of these classes deal with 24 Bible doctrines and includes 
lesson books, homework, small group teaching, and a weekly Q&A time.  Let no one say we are 
not in favor of discipleship.  Our church members have to complete these classes before they 
will be allowed to teach a Sunday school class.

Let me say that, we also have preaching and soul winning consistantly.  I do not know how many 
rest homes and jail services we have every week, but there are many.  I believe we are out 
officially four times a week with soul winning groups.  On any given Saturday, we will have over 
100 people in four different soul winning ministries. 



Annually, we have big days on which the Gospel is preached to people wherever it is possible to 
do so.  Thousands of people hear the Gospel; thousands of people receive Christ; yet many will 
never be seen again.  These people get saved just like everyone else, and they have the Holy 
Spirit to guide them just as those in a discipleship class.  They receive information about our 
church, offers for transportation to church, and the Gospel in written form, but in the end, we 
never see most of them again.

I am for discipleship, but I am also for preaching.  I am for “teaching them to observe all things,” 
but I am also for “go ye into all the world” and “they went forth and preached everywhere.”  You 
are not going to disciple everyone; Jesus didn’t, the disciples didn’t, and we are not going to, not 
if we are busy going into all the world.

I know of one preacher who probably rarely won anyone himself, but would mentor a young 
believer whom someone else had won.  They would meet weekly, teach, talk, and answer 
questions.  One thing I noticed about these serious “disciplers” is that they never take their 
people out to do anything.  Their discipleship is all learning and talking.  To me, this sounds a lot 
like being hearers of the Word and not doers, as James mentioned.  When do any of these guys 
take their “little trainee” and actually go soul winning or actually visit a hospital and meet 
someone new?  When do their disciples get to preach to a group of lost people?  In my 
experience, this happens rarely or never.  This discipleship philosophy is all about talk, read and 
listen, but rarely, if ever, any “do.”

Preach to whom you can; witness to everyone you can; disciple everyone you can; and forget the 
critics.  Critics are busy slandering the work of the ministry of which they are rarely a part.
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