
Losing Our Youth

No matter how many times we attend church, no matter how many camps and conferences 
our young people attend, if our church is not producing young people for the ministry, we are 
failing God. 

In the early 1900's, young people were going to the mission field at a much larger percentage 
than they are today.  We may be in church, but our young people have no heart for the 
ministry.  We may have full Sunday school classes, but our nation cannot find enough young 
men to fill its pulpits. 

Bible colleges are at an all time low in attendance, even though there are more colleges than 
there used to be.  Pastors and parents need to get honest with each other and admit, we are 
failing at creating an environment in which our 
young men have a heart for God.

These college-age young men all have a heart for the 
ministry.  As I spend time with them, my goal is that 

each one be serving, teaching, or working on a bus route.

Modern believers are arrogantly boasting over 
their children who have become doctors or 
attorneys, or over what university their child 
attends. How about boasting about our 
children who are Sunday school teachers, 
preachers, or our bus captains?

No, there are not many parents boasting over 
the achievements of their spiritually-minded 
children.  A young person being on a missions trip building something or feeding people is not 
wrong, but who will get the people saved?  The American home and church have failed at the 
simplest commandment "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel."

Parents need to understand that having their children in ballet, secular sports, martial arts, or 
university classrooms does nothing to draw their children’s hearts near to the Lord and His 
ministry. 

The preacher's time should be used searching out ways 
to draw young men into an intimate walk with God.  If 
God is looking for a man, Ezekiel 22:30, then surely, 

we preachers ought to be doing the same.

Every hour we are in a child's presence we 
ought to be thinking of moving his heart to 
the service of the King.  I am not speaking 
about my child only, but every child.



Matthew 21:43 “Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”

What are the fruits of a society? The children.

Matthew 19:14 “But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Psalm 127:3 “Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward.”

We are sending the world to Hell by filling our children's hearts with the things of the world.  
Young men do not understand that they are God's, they are His reward.

Would we rather have a young man surrender to preach or to receive a scholarship to some 
prestigious university? 

We need not act worldly to win young hearts to the 
service of the King. No, the world in which we live 
is the enemy of God. But our lives should adorn the 
doctrine of God. As young people spend time with 
us, they should see something beautiful in the life 

devoted to Christ and His ministry.

Titus 2:10 “Not purloining, but shewing all good 
fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 

Saviour in all things.”

We are failing the world.  We are failing the Gospel.  We are failing to fulfill the commands 
God gave us. 

Perhaps the failure is due to a change in our value system.  Who today would write the lyrics, 
"How sweet would be their children's fate if they like them should die for thee?"  But that was 
the thought of believers in past years.

No, I'm afraid we are too tied to the "health, wealth, and happiness" mentality of the world to 
offer our children on the altar of "and for thy pleasure they are and were created."  The phrase, 
"My life, Lord is yours to control" tends to apply only when it costs us nothing.
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