
Lines In The Sand

As children, we heard stories of one boy provoking another to a fight by saying 
something such as, "Step over that line."

We have heard parents, and even those in law enforcement, who have said 
things like, "They have crossed the line."

There are, of course, property lines, state lines, national lines -- all of which 
change jurisdiction of authorities, tax laws, speed limits, commerce, and 
much more.  

We all understand there are lines in life.  

There are also lines that can not be violated in sports, lines such as field 
boundaries or three point lines, or the violation standing too long within the 
line of the key in basketball.

In church circles, I used to face the worldly churches, the rock and roll, 
or praise and worship churches who argued with my "legalistic ideas."  People 
in these Evangelical churches or "come as you are, leave as you were 
churches" did not like the fact that I preached on music, dress, movies, 
dances, etc.  They felt it was wrong for me to draw lines between right and 
wrong.

Our Wednesday night crowd fulled the church to 
capacity, and the foyer was full as well.  

Standards do not keep you from having crowds.  
The capacity was full at the beginning of the 
service, and many more came in later, a total 
which does not include the 150 children who 

have their own service because they will not fit in 
the auditorium with the adults and teens.

What is sad, is that we recently visited a well-known Baptist church where 
the pastor said something like this, "We can not put man-made rules or lines 



for right and wrong about the beat of music, or dress, or other such things 
in the same category as the Bible."

Wow! Did that ever sound like the praise and worship, rock and roll, 
Evangelical churches of the last decade; however, I was not bothered by the 
Evangelicals of the last decade.  They are what they are; they never have stood 
for separation.  But what are we coming to when Baptists of today are 
borrowing the compromising logic of yesterday's Evangelicals? 

Let’s help today’s Baptists see themselves in the mirror as I tried to do in 
the last decade with the contemporary churches.  

Is there no line on dress?  Of course there is.  We would not let someone 
walk into our services, naked.  So we do have a line; we are too cowardly to 
say where it is, but there is a line.  There is a skirt length that any preacher 
would eventually say is "too short."

What about music? Would we allow Justin Bieber, or Taylor Swift, or 
Rihanna to sing in our church?  Maybe some would allow it if that meant 
getting a larger crowd, but most of our Baptist brethren would not.  So there 
is a line somewhere that they will not cross.  Wow! These shameful man-
made lines!  I can not believe how heretical some preachers can be.

There are lines in music, dress, movies, dating, and all kinds of activities.  Even 
the public schools have some lines, though their lines are so far down the 
value list of morality that few notice the line exists. 

The Wednesday night choir is always teenagers.  
High standards do not keep teens away.  If there is 
anything Faith Baptist Church is known for, it is 
the exceptional young people the Lord has allowed 

us to produce.

When a preacher criticizes someone for having a line, what he is really doing is 
trying to make his compromise seem more acceptable.  He probably had 
standards at one time, but is now turning the tide in hopes of not offending 
people in order to build his crowd.  He does not want to look like a 



compromiser.  He still wants to be accepted in his Baptist circles and look 
fundamental, but in reality, he is nothing more than the last decade's 
Evangelical. 

Dr. Hyles told the story of a church in which he preached every year for over 
20 years.  One day, the preacher stood up and apologized for pushing the 
people too hard.  He said he was wrong to push soul winning, standards, and 
separation.  He also never invited Brother Hyles back.  

Brother Hyles told the story of meeting with Southern Baptist officials at a 
cafeteria.  He was a pastor of one of the fastest growing churches in 
America and was one of the most popular young men in the convention.  The 
summary of the meeting was that he needed to stop naming sin; he could 
preach against it, but he had to stop naming it specifically.  He, in turn, 
slammed his hands down the table and yelled that he was not for sale.  Every 
meeting in which he had been scheduled to preach was canceled -- that day.  
Brother Roloff called him and said, "Bro. Jack, you're dead ain't you?" Brother 
Hyles replied, “Yes.”  Brother Roloff continued, "Nobody ever got resurrected 
until they died."  Brother Hyles would joke, the "Three R's" got him in trouble 
-- Roloff, Rice, and Roberson.

Do not be afraid of drawing some lines; you are in good company.  Our choice 
is to associate with the compromising, contemporary churches of the last 
two decades or with the men who built our Baptist movement -- Roloff, 
Rice, Roberson, and Hyles.
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