
“...Walk before me, and be thou perfect.”

Genesis 17:1 “And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared 
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be 
thou perfect.”

When God asked Abraham to walk before Him and be perfect, that was obviously 
within reach or God would not have asked for it.   Stop choking and accept the 
Bible! 

Most of the times God uses the word here translated "perfect," it has to do with 
sacrifices and that the lamb be "without blemish."   Of course the lamb was not 
"perfect" as in  sinless  for that would not be a term we use regarding animals.  
But the lamb is to be "without blemish," no scars from rough treatment, nothing 
broken, and no flaws in color or appearance.   And somehow that word applies to 
Abraham and his walk before God.   It is interesting that in the New Testament, 
God says things like "hating even the garment spotted by the flesh" and 
"without spot of wrinkle."  Spots matter to God!  Detail and purity are important 
to the Lord.  Of  course, we could venture into the requirements for a bishop 
when God says he must be "blameless."   Spot, blameless, or even "be ye holy as I 
am holy" are common in the Bible.  Sure seems like God wants the standard lifted 
higher, not lowered. 

I have always been bothered by the efforts of preachers to lower the standard.  If 
I understand anything from the Word of God it is that the preacher's duty is to 
lift up the standard.     When Peter writes about believers being partakers of the 
"Divine nature,"  it is a high goal, a mark set up for all to reach towards.   Then 
Peter continues with the idea of having "all things that pertain to life and 
godliness."   So God has provided everything we need in order to achieve this 
high goal.

Many years ago, I preached on "walking worthy of the vocation" and afterwards I 
had a Bible college, educated man come to me with the statement that none of 
us could be "worthy."   I answered graciously as he was much my senior, but said 
that either God was wrong or the perspective of this man was off.  

Ephesians 4:1  “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,”
Colossians 1:10 “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;”
1 Thessalonians 2:12 “That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 
unto his kingdom and glory.”



Whatever we want to say these verses mean, we can all agree that the bar has 
been raised to an exceptional height.   Holy living ought to define the man of 
God.  Worldliness, compromise, and casual living ought never be the spirit of the 
preacher.   Rather, the highest standard in private and public should define our 
conduct.  I am shocked at the number of men in the ministry arguing in defense 
of attending movies, arguing against modest apparel, arguing against tithing.  
What happened to the "high calling of God in Christ Jesus?"

When you hear a preacher trying to lower the bar on holiness you should look 
with great suspicion on that man and all he teaches.  Differ from me?  Sure.  And 
I, too, may differ from you.   We can live peaceable and differ, but to attack a 
higher standard of holiness is an identifier of your root goals.

One area we need to raise the bar is in language used in the pulpit.   The 
vocabulary of the man of God ought never be dug from the gutter.   The 
illustrations and specific words ought to always be of the highest moral root and 
content.  Again I get caught off guard when I hear vocabulary leaning towards 
the flesh.   I heard someone comment on Donald Trump, and they said they had 
heard him use vulgar words in speeches.   They felt a presidential candidate 
ought to have a level of vocabulary becoming the office of president.   I agree 
and add that we preachers ought to be even higher and more noble.  

Our life in and out of the pulpit, needs to represent the Saviour well. 

"....walk before me, and be thou perfect."  May this be our calling card.
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