
NIGHT AND DAY WITH TEARS

Acts 20:31 “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to 
warn every one night and day with tears.”

From this passage, we have probably taught about a desire to win the lost or, as passionate soul 
winners, to witness all the time—surely that is not wrong to teach, but let us look at the context 
and see what brought Paul to tears night and day. 

Something bothered Paul so much that his heart was broken.  He went tirelessly to these 
preachers and church members with a message of urgency.  This context was undoubtedly about 
a gathering of pastors Paul had personally won and trained. 

Let us recount the days leading up to this meeting.  Paul had traveled into their area to preach, 
and many souls were saved.  Churches were set up, and Paul left Timothy there to ordain pastors 
in each congregation.  (1 Timothy 1:3 “As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went 
into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine…” 1 Timothy 
3:1 “This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.”)  From 
the beginning, there have always been some who have taught other doctrines.  Timothy was to 
control who taught what and to ordain men who would keep doctrines straight when he left to 
continue helping Paul. 

Paul returned to teach and preach to them. 

Notice the text:  for three years, Paul warned them, night and day.  He nagged them.  He pestered 
them.  If he were a modern-day preacher, he would have written blogs, made posts on his 
website, and preached sermons in various pulpits trying to warn these men about the dangers to 
come.  Paul emphasized the danger of heading men who brought in teachings other than those 
teachings that the pastors had received from Paul and Timothy. 

Paul loved these men.  They were men who had been reached through his ministry of the Apostle 
Paul and, as pastors, received their last exhortation from Paul.  Paul saw potentially problematic 
issues they did not see, and he feared problems they did not fear.  This was serious; he was 
broken over their situations, and he was bothered terribly to the point that worrying day and 
night brought him to tears. 

What was it that brought the Apostle to tears and warnings day and night?  Was it to risk their 
wrath, to risk separating himself from these men whom he loved?  Look at the text:

Acts 20:28 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood.” 

vs. 29 “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock.”



vs. 30 “Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them.”

Paul feared the personal life each man led; he warned, “take heed to thyself.”  He feared for the 
actions that would compromise their personal lives and ministries such as compromise in morals, 
worldliness, or a love for fleshly desires. 

Next, Paul feared these new pastors might allow other teachers and preachers to influence them. 
The days of the early churches were no different than today.  The doctrine of works crept into the 
Galatian church.  The Thessalonians were warned about wrong teaching regarding eschatology, 
and Paul also stressed the importance of men working and providing for their own families.  The 
Colossians were in trouble over philosophy, and they confused Jewish sacred matters.  Do not be 
naive about the warnings of Paul to the pastors whose ministries began through his own.  Men 
were creeping around from without and within who tried to move the pastors away from the 
doctrines Paul had taught them. 

Paul was worried.  Paul was broken, and he wept.  What was the issue?  Look at verse 30: “Also 
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”

The outsiders tried to draw the young pastors to themselves — to be their disciples — rather than 
allowing them to continue following Paul.  Make no mistake, the drawing of followers has gone 
on since John’s disciples were worried that more people followed Jesus than John.  John simply 
said, “He must increase but I much decrease.”  Such was not the case with Paul; he feared that 
his own young preachers might follow another. 

Being misled is not obvious, or he would have seen it sooner.  Spiritual guides do not come 
outright and say, “I am going to pull you away from those who reached you and trained you.”  
No, they were subtle, yet risky, causing Paul to weep night and day. 

The deception that occurred in Paul’s day still occurs today.  Satan does not need to use new 
weapons, for his old ones work just fine. 


