
Inventing Divisions & Imaginary Issues 

Experiencing divisions is a part of life.  Race, philosophy, religion, politics -- all 
are divisive.  If you believe something passionately, there is someone else 
who believes the opposite just as passionately.

I find it interesting how the liberal element attacks simple doctrines like 
separation, first.  The attack is carried on by those who compromise in hopes 
of delivering the gullible individual from the clutches of the terrible church 
which tells people to be pure, holy, and separated from the world.  Soon the 
same argument is used by Baptists who do not choose to stand, separated.

We are told, “Young people are tired of the fighting over petty 
things” (frequent quote from big name, soft-soaping, compromisers).  Now 
that statement has some serious issues.  First, I have never met young people 
who are tired of the fighting.  I have met worldly young people who simply 
do not believe the same, and of course, their opposing view is not a problem.  
We have this wonderful freedom of choice.

The phrase “petty things” is interesting because it has to be defined by the 
one who is speaking. 

Community church people would say standing as “Baptist” is petty.  Others 
who are fairly fundamental, yet in a denomination, would say the 
independent crowd is petty.  No doubt, Southern Baptists would think many 
of us petty for believing that we ought to be independent.

I have had some people criticize me for giving away fun things on a bus 
route, for baptizing too soon after salvation, for preaching separation from 
anything ranging from booze to movies, etc...

Paul fussed with Barnabas just as preachers differ today.  It is not young 
people who are leaving the faith over our fighting.  Thirty to forty percent of 
my church members are under 35 years of age, not including those who ride 
the buses.  Count only my married couples, and the vast majority of them 
are under 40.  Some people like my style and beliefs, while others do not.



In hopes of getting more people into their church, some preachers today are 
trying to get young men to stop taking a stand, to avoid hurting the body of 
Christ, or not giving a “black eye” to the testimony of our Lord.

LOOK, they killed Jesus -- the religious people did.  The first century church 
was baptized in blood.  The world has always hated the church.  Relax -- let 
God lead His own children.  I know a good man whose dress standard is a t-
shirt over a girl’s bikini.  He built a very large church, baptized monthly, loved 
people, and I believe cared deeply for people.  (I didn’t go to his 
conferences, but we are friends.)  I differ on the idea of appropriate clothing 
for a girl, but we both serve, love, and win the lost.

I have heard criticism for winning large numbers of souls to Christ, while 
winning a few seemed to elevate the spiritual state of the convert.  I think the 
Lord had days when great crowds were won and other times when only a 
few were won with careful discipleship of that exclusive group.  I guess the 
three who were closest to our Lord and the 3,000 people at Pentecost were 
all special to God and are all in the Book of Life.

The invented deception is like the fabricated ideas liberals are tossing at 
conservatives.  Since when do conservatives get their ideas from liberals?  
And so the liberals tell us, "America is tired of the fighting."  Really?  I don't 
know anyone worried about it, except those who want us all to pull to the 
left.  

In regard to conservative values, those who are more liberal simply make up 
the idea that people don't like it when we take a stand.  I know many solid, 
soul winning, separated, KJV, Baptist churches in California that average over 
500 in attendance, and I think we are all really happy.  The lost are happy to 
hear the Gospel and get saved.  So who is it that is unhappy, unless it is those 
on the left? 
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