
Push Me; Pull Me

In the old Dr. Dolittle story (I have no idea what the new version is like), there was an 
amazing animal called a Pushmi-pullyu (push me-pull you).  That about defines 
preachers today.  We are being pushed, pulled, accused, judged, challenged, and 
corrected by many sincere, and some not so sincere people.

Today, preachers face the constant pressure to move.  It is especially true when one 
starts a church.  It does not matter who he is or when he starts a church, he would like 
people to come.  It is difficult to start a church and not have a longing for 
attendance.  The problem comes when that first visitor shows up and wants to see 
you change something:  to read a certain book, to adhere to a certain philosophy, or 
to preach a different way.

Early in our church, I had someone come to me after a service and tell me in front of 
ten to twenty people that I preach too much from the Old Testament.  Whether that 
person was right or not is irrelevant; the issue was that I was being pulled.  It was not 
long before someone else began asking me about music and wanted a certain 
special sung, something with a more contemporary or rock and roll kind of sound 
(this was 1982 — the pressures are nothing new today).  Over the course of the early 
months, it was a constant pressure to have someone bring a book to me, suggest I 
listen to a tape, wonder why I did not corporate in the Billy Graham crusade or the 
Harvest crusade, or why we have a piano instead of a band.  (Again, this was in 1982, 
the pressures are nothing new Satan has been pushing people around since the 
Garden of Eden.)   The pressures are always pushing and pulling to get us to change.  
I had a man come to my house late one night to tell me, in very kind, thoughtful 
words, that my invitations were too long and too pointed.  This man loved me and 
supported our church in every way.  He just felt that, as a young man, I needed some 
instruction.   

One Sunday night, I preached a sermon entitled "This Ain't Burger King,” and “You 
Can't Have it Your Way."  Our church was only months old, but I felt the need to set a 
standard.

If you think these things get better, you have not been in the ministry long.  After 
more than three decades of pastoring the same church, I still get people sending me 
emails and texts, handing me books, and using whatever methods they can to move 



me one direction or the other.  Most of this pressure is sincere.   I am not going to say 
they are all wrong, but I will say, I can not change every time someone comes with a 
new idea.   If after all these years I had moved every time someone pushed me a 
certain direction, I would be a confused mess.   At some point, we would have 
stopped and said, "no more," so it might just as well have been the first day.  The fact 
is, the Bible told me to preach the same thing that was delivered to me.  I was taught 
by two very successful men and determined that I would do what Paul told Timothy, 
“the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, THE SAME COMMIT 
THOU TO FAITHFUL MEN…” (2 Timothy 2:2).

The pushing and pulling from standards of modesty to being a Baptist or a Bible 
church, none of these things change.  You will constantly be pulled, and that pull will 
constantly have an affect on the number of bodies sitting in front of you as you 
preach.  The fact is, if you give one way, some will like it and some will not; if you give 
another way, the opposite group will like it and another group will not.  I had people 
leave our church because we were too conservative.  Had I moved to a contemporary 
air I would have lost the conservative folks.  So, we come down to the idea that we 
might just do our very best to please God and not worry who is pulling us one 
direction or another.  

I could site great fundamental churches around California and our nation that still 
preach on right and wrong, still stand for the old paths, and they have crowds.  It can 
be done.  But the big issue is doing things the way God asks and to resist being 
pulled,  pushed, drawn or manipulated. 
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