
Tell It Not

In 2 Samuel, chapter 1, when Saul and Jonathan were reported to have been killed, 
David's lamentation included these words:  "Tell it not in Gath..."

2 Samuel 1:19-20 "The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty 
fallen! (20) Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon; lest the daughters of 
the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph."

When the enemy heard how the strong and good men had fallen in battle, David knew the 
enemy would be strengthened.  He knew the situation not only discouraged the people of 
God, but it also encouraged the Lord's enemies.

We live in a society in which telling of every detail of every situation is commonplace.  
There are several thoughts that I think are important.

1. I think the proper people should know about any wrong happening.

We should give honest references when someone seeks the reference for a potential job 
and uses our name as a personal reference.  We should give all the facts and never portray 
someone as something they are not.   Whether it involves a potential husband or wife, a 
young person, or a potential employee, those who are seeking the reference should know 
that they are getting an honest and clear reference.

Also, for legal purposes, the references should be honest.   It should be very clear that if 
wrong is done, those in positions of authority will be notified, and the end of the given 
wrong deed would be punished or dealt with according to the laws of the land. 

2. "Tell it not in Gath" includes verses like Proverbs 17:9 "...but he that repeateth a    
    matter separateth very friends" and Proverbs 10:12 "...but love covereth all sins."

The reason not to tell is because of the encouragement or discouragement it brings to 
those who are for or against us. 

"Tell it not in Gath" referred to a people who had no authority or responsibility, and really, 
what had happened was none of their business, except that they were the enemy and 
would rejoice at the fall of such good men. 

3. There is no Scriptural reason to play a part in gossip and spreading bad news. 

Proverbs talks about good news from a far country and how valuable it is, but the grief and 
despair that is brought about when spreading bad news are monumental.   If it makes no 
difference in a person's life whether he hears this information or not, then it is probably 
best that he does not hear it. 



4. It would be wrong  to know that sinful deeds had been committed and then to allow 
the perpetrator to assume a different position of authority without those deeds having 
been reported. 

We have all heard the stories about public school teachers or Catholic priests who were 
moved from one place to another because of their immorality; and yes, Baptist preachers 
are not exempt from similar actions.  When someone leaves a place due to sin, he should 
not be able to walk into another place as if he were "blameless" (I Timothy 2).   If I have a 
member who has been accused of impropriety with a child and he simply has moved to 
another city and another church, I let the other pastor know that I am aware of some 
indiscretions and perhaps even some very serious indiscretions (assuming that they have 
not been convicted and punished).  I would not need to disclose an abundance of details, 
but I would assure the pastor that it would be prudent for him to call me and at least 
clarify the alleged information before he puts that person in a position of influence.

If he were guilty of a crime, whether it be financial or moral, then I would feel morally 
obligated to let the next pastor know what had happened and would assure him I would 
tell no one else, but that I want him to know prior to putting this person in a position of 
leadership.

"Tell it not in Gath" is also a matter of respect for those who have been hurt, those who 
have struggled, and those who have had a difficult situation.   There is no point in 
discrediting, defeating, or ruining that person's name simply because some tragedy 
happened around him.   In a case such as Saul's, Saul’s death was simply bad news to the 
people of God.   We should not be the ones who echo bad news.   Let us be the people 
who bring the good report.

Philippians 4:8 says, "...if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things."  In that passage, Paul speaks of thinking about things which are good and of good 
report. 

We love the spectacular, the unusual; we get some glory in knowing that which others do 
not know; but certainly bolstering our own ego should not be the motive behind bringing 
discouragement and despair to the people of God when another child of God has fallen.
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