
REBUKE
Good Morning, 

I find it interesting how little we are willing to accept correction.  We willingly read books looking 
for information, listen to sermons, read blogs, and follow people on Twitter and Instagram, but to 
hear a trusted, loving leader correct us is not acceptable.  (For someone to correct us is almost 
considered sinful by the recipient.)  Yet consider how many verses deal with correction. Notice, I 
am not referring to a parent teaching a child or a leader giving advice sought by the follower, I 
am talking about rebuke, reproof, and correction. 

Proverbs 27:6 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend…”
God says, at times, a friend will need to “wound” someone they love. 

Remember when Nathan rebuked David?  This was a blunt, serious warning from the preacher 
to the king. 
2 Samuel 12:7 “And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;”

What do we do with the exhortation regarding the righteous? 
Psalm 141:5 “Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall 
be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their 
calamities.”
 
David said that when a good man corrected him, he would receive it as if it were anointing oil. 
David did not think the godly people would hurt him or “break” his “head.”  David said he would 
pray for the one who smites him, not retaliate or write about him online. 

Abigail stopped David from his plans, and she did so right in front of his men while they readied 
themselves for battle!
1 Samuel 25:31 “That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, either 
that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself: but when the LORD 
shall have dealt well with my lord, then remember thine handmaid.”
vs. 32 “And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day 
to meet me:”

David listened to her rebuke right in front of his men and said, “…Blessed be the LORD God of 
Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me…”  What a godly spirit of humility!   This story and 
countless others like it need to be trained into our children in hopes that they, too, will be 
favored by God as was David.

Of course, we know the book of Proverbs is filled with lessons on listening and taking correction 
as well as counsel.  Counsel might be perceived as a leader talking to a follower and the 
follower seeking the wisdom of the leader.  True, that is a part of counsel, but not the full extent.  
We know what rebuke is: it is someone saying, “STOP IT!”  It is okay to correct, reprove, and 
rebuke! 

Proverbs 6:23 “For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction 
are the way of life:”



Reproof is not my looking for advice.  Reproof is someone coming to me to correct MY  actions 
or MY plans.

Proverbs 9:8 “Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love 
thee.”
One’s reaction to reproof shows the individual’s true self:  a scorner or a wise man.  It is 
assumed that godly, righteous leaders will correct others.  Paul did it to Peter in front of the 
crowd in Antioch:
Galatians 2:11 “But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he 
was to be blamed.”

Yet, we read nothing of Peter defending himself, writing nasty articles about Paul online, or of 
breaking friendship with the godly man — these two were contemporaries.  Peter was saved 
and preaching long before Paul, yet Peter could take the correction.
Proverbs 27:6 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend…”

I have stepped over the line into correction and been rebuked by a follower, to which I 
responded by immediately calling the person, humbly apologizing, and firmly reminding myself 
that this person is unable to take correction.  That person will never be put in that place again, at 
least not by me.  If folks today get a little correction from a godly leader, they coil like a rattler 
ready to strike.  Remember — God says wise men hear instruction and rebuke.

Proverbs 9:9 “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he 
will increase in learning.”
Proverbs 15:5 “…he that regardeth reproof is prudent.”
Proverbs 19:25  “…reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge.”
Proverbs  25:12  “As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover 
upon an obedient ear.”
Proverbs 27:5 “Open rebuke is better than secret love.”

Over and over, God mentions reproof and rebuke.  Once, I made a casual comment to a pastor 
and was attacked and ridiculed for my simple comments, which were far from correction.  I will 
not bother him again with my pitiful forty years of successful marriage, child rearing, a nd 
ministry experience.  He is obviously beyond my level of ministry and life experience (although I 
was preaching before he was born). 

Let us be simple and clear:  if your spiritual leaders do not think you are on the right path, they 
should correct you, rebuke you, and reprove you — it is biblical.  If you are a fool or a scorner, 
God says there is no reason to waste the words of correction on you. 

I have walked and talked for hours with both my pastors and both knew they were free to correct 
me (and I mean years after I had been pastoring — not as a college student to whom one would 
assume correction and instruction would be given).  I have been lovingly called an idiot several 
times.  I have been told this is the right way and that is the wrong way, and each time, I took the 
rebuke thankfully.  I have heard blunt words; I have had the direction of churches explained and 
been told the direction I should take.  I was thankful for the parents who taught me to listen and 
receive correction.  I wish I had had more time with Dr. Hyles to be corrected.  I thank God for 
every opportunity I still have to listen to my pastor (over 90 years old!) who is still living and to 
listen to his views on life and ministry.  



I remember the day, early in my ministry, when I asked my dear friend, Pete Cowling, a 
question.  Basicall, I said, “I have a few questions about marriage.  We do not have any 
problems, just questions.”  He sharply rebuked me by saying, “The day you do not think you 
have problems in your marriage you are in serious trouble.”  He proceeded to explain what he 
meant, and I was happy to be guided.  Only a fool does not want instruction and correction! 

We sit today in a world of prima donna-ish pastors and young people who have been taught that 
their self-esteem is more valuable than receiving wisdom and instruction — and, yes, correction 
and rebuke, too.  Where is the humility of one who says, “I do not know it all; teach me, correct 
me, and guide me.”  Take time to look up the verses I mentioned above and seek God’s use of 
the words arrogance, pride, and stubborn.

The greatness of any life or generation or of any church or school is all based upon being 
humble, being teachable, and gleaning the truth from the prior generation.

Pastor Bruce Goddard


