
Money

Perhaps the two most delicate things in the church are modest apparel and money.  This may not be the case 
every time, but most of the time, it will.  You will find people who join a soul-winning church that never go soul 
winning; they never win a soul; they never pass out a tract; they never teach Sunday school or drive a Sunday 
school bus.  When it comes to the budget, offerings, and the financial commitments of the church, they will be 
right there at every meeting and they will express their opinions.  Money matters.  People will be particular about 
little details that seem so insignificant, but the fact is, money does matter, and the Lord said that we should be 
diligent in our business.  

You could get frustrated with people like this whose concern over spiritual things is small and their concern over 
carnal things is big.  That may be the case, but the fact is, money does matter to them, and they will do much for 
the Lord’s work.

Do not allow yourself to be frustrated by people whose focus is more on finance than on souls being saved and 
baptized.  The person who would complain that some money is not handled just right would never think of 
complaining that there have not been any converts baptized recently.  Accept it, believe it, and be assured that 
this is the way it will be.  Believe also that God may have put them there to keep you on your toes, so that you do 
not get into trouble with money.  Many good men have messed up financially (you could too); and these 
seemingly “carnal” people might be the tools of God in your life.  

People who grumble at a business meeting matter to the church, to God, and to eternity.  Most of them do give 
something; their money matters, and the handshake on a Sunday morning matters.  As long as they are not 
critics and a divisive slanderers, these people matter to the church.  Love them; care for them; and be patient 
with them.

The semi-carnal, nitpicky person who focuses on every little detail of finance, is sometimes sent from God to 
provoke the preacher to get his act together.  Sometimes preachers get a little reckless:  reckless in their 
spending, reckless in their moving of funds, reckless in the acquiring of debt, and reckless in record keeping.  The 
somewhat critical man that asks about a certain expense or publicly questions why something was done a 
certain way might just be the one to push the preacher to stay right, to stay straight, to do what he does well, 
and to do it in a way more honoring and glorifying to God.  Like sickness is a tool to help us be more godly, so 
there are times that a critic or a person with misplaced priorities is a tool from God to help the spiritual.  That 
critic will help the leader polish and fine-tune the practices and policies of the preacher so that the soul winner 
or the Sunday school teacher will be more capable of serving God and making an impact for eternity.

There is always some little shred of truth in the words of the critic or the overly investigative member.  If the 
preacher can get over himself, get rid of the pride, and look closely at the situation, he can become a better man 
through the critic’s words.

All things do work together for good.  Let them.

My advice:
Be open and clear in all financial actions.
Have financial statements out for the membership to see.
Stick to designated giving -- if it is given to the building fund, keep it there.
If you can not answer the questions of the critic, fix whatever is wrong and be able to answer the next time.

Luke 16:11 “If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the 
true riches?”
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