
Why Do We Do It? 

Why do we do what we do?  We all know the correct answer.  We live our lives the 
way we do for the glory of God, not for our good or earthly recognition!  We go to 
the mission field with stories of martyrs on our hearts making us willing to die 
for the Gospel.   We are willing to stand for right and do without earthly goods; 
we do these things in all honesty and sincerity.

Once one is settled into the ministry, reality becomes apparent: 
• Churches do not continue sending support to a missionary.
• Help is not received from those who are very able to help.
• Spouses act as though they do not like us or the work God has called us to do.  
Failing health of a child or spouse causes a struggle as to which path is right to 
follow and  whether God cares or not. 
• Hard work has yielded great opportunity, only no one helps make the 
opportunity a reality.

When any of us face difficult days such as those listed above, we soon realize we 
have not been prepared for these situations; we had prepared for martyrdom.  
These difficulties do not involve dying for the Saviour; they involve stupid 
people simply not caring.   We might find ourselves considering quitting when a 
child is sick and no one calls or sends an email, or we find ourselves broke with 
no financial help from rich, American churches; or a missionary may find that he 
is broke and it seems God does not even notice.   A Christian may be willing to 
burn at the stake but not willing to be disappointed.   Being taken to jail for 
proclaiming the Gospel is acceptable, but when those in whom we invest do little 
for us, service in the ministry becomes discouraging.

Philippians 4:12 “I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: 
every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need.”

The reason men need a Saviour is because they struggle with life.   Do not 
EXPECT people to act godly.   Paul gave several illustrations of his frustration 
with sinful men:
1 Corinthians 4:9 “For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it 
were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to 
angels, and to men.”



“…a spectacle…”   While trying to do right, the apostles became the object of 
ridicule and embarrassment.

vs. 10 “We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but 
ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.”
Followers acted as though they were more mature than their leaders.

vs. 11 “Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, 
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;”
Insecurity and instability reigned in the lives of the apostles.

vs. 12 “And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being 
persecuted, we suffer it:”
Labor, reviled, persecuted:   These are not terms we would want to use on our 
resumes.

vs. 13 “Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are 
the offscouring of all things unto this day.”
Defamed, filth, offscouring:  again, this description is far less than one we might 
desire.

Even the best of God’s people wrestle with the carnal world and face assault 
daily:   thoughtless bosses, failing government, ignorant court systems, unjust 
legal issues, or many other difficult situations.   The life of a missionary in a 
third-world country also adds:   sanitation issues, crazy doctor and dentist 
issues, legal trouble, high expectations of those at home in the States.   One can 
suddenly become so discouraged that quitting seems to be the only solution.

It is not unreasonable to be weary in the battle.   God warned us to be careful 
about weariness.   
2 Thessalonians 3:13 “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.”
Galatians 6:9 “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.”

The answer is keeping your eyes on Jesus and not expecting any man to do 
anything.
Hebrews 12:3 “For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.”



Remembering why we do what we do is very important.   The reason is not 
because other men are faithful or because a spouse is so very good.   We do not 
continue to work because it is easy; we keep going because we do it for God.   We 
do what we do because no one else is doing it.   We do what we do because God 
rewards those who serve Him faithfully.

What did Paul face?  
• He faced being “…a spectacle…”  While trying to do right, he became the object 
of ridicule and embarrassment.
•  His followers acted as though they were more mature than their leaders.
He felt insecurity and instability.
He labored and was reviled and persecuted.
He was defamed and labeled as filth and offscouring.

For almost all of my ministry, I have labored while being surrounded by loving 
and encouraging people; but I understand that is not always the case for others.

Here is some encouragement for all of us:
Philippians 4:1 “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy 
and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.”
1 Thessalonians 3:8 “For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.”
2 Thessalonians 2:15 “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions 
which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.”
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