
Who Called You?
(For the Preacher’s Wife too)

Preacher, we all must answer an important question:  Who called us into the 
ministry?

Keep clear Who called you; keep it right there in front of you, especially in the dark 
hours of your ministry.  God did not call us to be well-known or well-thought of, but 
to hear a "well done."

It is required in stewards that we be found faithful (2 Corinthians 4:2), not that we 
be found famous. 

It is not difficult to press on, endure, and fight the good fight when we begin a 
ministry in our youth.  As the decades pass and trouble  becomes not a visitor, but a 
resident, now the battle to be steadfast is much more difficult.

One of the great difficulties we face is when we are drawn away from what God 
called us to be and to do.  We get pulled away from the faith we once held dear; we 
are pulled from the location we were called to and from the occupation the Lord 
placed us in. 

There are many things that will draw us away, but if we are not careful, we can find 
ourselves drawn away through our children.

To their modern style of Christianity:
We admire our children, love  our children, and long to receive that love in return.  
Many a parent hates the distance between them and their children, a distance often 
caused by the child’s having different views of the spiritual life different from that 
of the parents.

Rather than being distant, Dad and Mom soothe their conscience by saying the  kids 
are doing great and they are "right" in their stand or lack thereof. 

The preacher-dad forgets Who called him, forgets Who trained him, forgets Who 
will reward him for his faithfulness and works to make it seem as if his child is 
doing fine. 



As a preacher, I have friends who are different from me in many areas.  I don't have 
to see eye-to-eye with everyone, nor they with me; and my children have that same 
right.  But I am not changing for my children, and they do not have to change for 
me.  Every man will give account for himself before God.  If you had any idea how 
many differences there are between your heroes and their children you might be 
shocked.  Relax, everyone has to make their own choices. 

To their location geographically:
This is an area the pastor’s wife  must guard carefully.  Let a few grand babies be 
born, and suddenly Mom is tugging on Dad’s heart to move closer to the 
grandchildren.  That tug is from a mother’s heart, not the Heavenly Father’s heart. 
The Preacher and a preacher's wife must fight this carnal draw and follow the 
leading of the God Who called them.

Out of the ministry because they did not chose our faith:
I have friends who are  the finest men with the very best of wives, yet their children 
did not chose the faith of Mother and Father.  Some dear friends have children out 
in tragic situations:  vile sin, corrupted life styles and godless living.  These faithful 
men and their dear wives carefully have to remind themselves Who put them in the 
ministry.  That child did not put them in the ministry, and that adult child should not 
pull them out of the ministry.  Staying in the ministry is done through tear-filled 
eyes, but those who do stay, stand faithfully and are loved by the people they serve.

We need some leather-lunged men of God who have a backbone of iron, jaw teeth 
like a pit bull, and will fight for every inch like a Super Bowl lineman.  Don't bend; 
don't bow; don't change; and don't give up the fight!  Samuel did not have children 
following in his footsteps, nor did David, Solomon, or Eli whom God used to train 
Samuel -- not bad for a second chance for Eli.

In summary, there is a God in Heaven Who called you, with or without your 
children.  No matter where your grand babies live, God called you to serve Him.

I will follow a godly, older preacher if his life  and testimony are worth following.  
But God never called me to follow my children (or my wife  for that matter).  
Charles Weigle served as an evangelist and a singer/song writer when his wife told 
him to chose between her and the ministry.  That era of his life nearly killed him, but 
he chose to serve faithfully and wrote that favorite  hymn, “No One Ever Cared For 



Me Like Jesus.”  When his wife chose  to live a life apart from God, Hosea stood for 
God and right.

Now men, man up and bite the bullet of humility.  Stand for God and follow the 
path your God laid out for you before your children were born.  What a shame it is 
to change what God called you to believe simply because of your children.  You are 
called by God!  You matter!  You have a mission too great to walk away from.

www.thepreachersfriend.com

http://www.thepreachersfriend.com
http://www.thepreachersfriend.com

