
No Man Cared

When you venture into the ministry, you expect everyone else to be as excited as 
you are.   In fact, they truly are as excited, but there are many things drawing 
their hearts and minds elsewhere.

Psalm 142:4 “I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that 
would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.”

I guess this would be a time in the life of David when he was a little 
discouraged.

I have friends who have seen the great opportunities for Christ in their area, yet 
all they needed was a little help financially or  additional workers, only to be 
disappointed when little help came to them.  Each one reacted differently, but 
all felt as though no one cared.

Psalm 69:20 “Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I 
looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found 
none.”

One great missionary I know ended up coming home and leaving the ministry 
because he got discouraged and no one helped him.  He felt as though he was 
crying  out to churches that said they cared, but he saw little proof of their care.  
Perhaps it was God he doubted, but whatever the case, he quit. 

In reality, churches do care, but they care about dozens and perhaps hundreds 
of missionaries.  They send some money or pray over a picture on the wall 
(usually one that is several years old), but no one has the burden that the 
missionary has. 

As a pastor, your members care, but they have weak shoulders and many 
burdens of which you know little.  They do care, some, but no one will care like 
you care.  God will be your one refuge in times of trouble.  I have looked at our 



church finances and found a solution:  if every family were to give this little 
extra then all would be well.  And to my surprise, only a few families jump on 
board with my project.  
 
Matthew 26:56 “...all the disciples forsook him, and fled.”

I do not know of a pastor who has not felt as though he were alone.  Pastors’ 
wives can get feeling very lonely and isolated, especially if they have little 
children and are homeschooling.  Go start a church in a place where there is 
little or no fellowship, and loneliness can eat you up.  This, of course, is true on 
the mission field, but it can happen in a big city as well.

2 Timothy 4:16 “At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook 
me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.”

I have gone to God for financial needs, being very confident that He would 
come through, only to have Heaven silent and my need still weighing  on my 
heart.  I have had friends who pastored or were missionaries who wrote of great 
need only to have minimal response from their friends.  It can get to you if you 
are not careful.    Missionaries on deputation can get discouraged when they 
spend hundreds of dollars to get to a meeting only to have little or no care, a 
$50 offering  and left without enough cash to get back where they came from.  
You can begin to wonder, "Does anyone care?  Does God even care?   If the 
answer is yes, why is it so hard to get anything done?"

2 Timothy 4:10 “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, 
and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.”
vs. 11  “Only Luke is with me....”
vs. 13 “The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with 
thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.”
vs.  14 “Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him 
according to his works:”
vs. 15 “Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.”
 



As you can see from these verses, you are not alone in your loneliness.  Here are 
a few things to ward off the desperation that may assault you.

1. Be sure of your calling.  Like marriage, for better or for worse.
2. Be rich in your walk with God.  
3. Be sure your walk with God has a deep prayer life.  Many learn to read their 
Bibles, but fail to develop fellowship in prayer; not just asking, but praise, 
thanksgiving, intercession, and making request.
4. Go to at least one good conference a year.  Get your wife to one as well.  
Ladies conferences are often more of a help for your wife than a preachers 
conference, but we need good preaching, singing, and hanging around other 
men who have been where we are and who are doing what we are doing.
5. Play some.  There may not be money, but take time to shut it all off and enjoy 
the family.  Take a trip to the mountains, the lake, or the ocean.  Every week 
there should be date time with your wife, but regularly there should be a little 
extra -- a whole day or two days just for pleasure.  
6. Read biographies of great men and ladies.

You may be alone, but God is still there.

www.thepreachersfriend.com

http://www.thepreachersfriend.com
http://www.thepreachersfriend.com

