
BLAMELESS

Accusation in the ministry is plenteous.  During the 30 years I have been in the ministry, 
several people have accused me, never of committing a moral wrong, but of having a 
wrong motive, of teaching a wrong doctrine, of being a dictator, and more.  But, the fact 
is, no one has accused me of anything that proved true.
 
1 Timothy 3:2 “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, 
of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;”
 
Understand, preacher, that we "must be blameless" is not an option, but a mandate.
 
In the early days of the ministry, I probably ran innocently too near the edge.  No doubt I 
felt Titanic in my self-assurance.  But now, looking back, I tremble at the times God, in His 
wonderful mercy, kept me from tragic  ruin.  Although I was clean and never missed a day 
spending time in the Bible, how reckless one can live in his youth.  What a wonderful thing 
to look in the mirror and to be  able to thank God for His merciful kindness.  How good He 
is at protecting us from our casual manners that could have so easily have caused ruin.

This group of high school seniors spent the week with 
me as we traveled up the California coast.  There 

was much time for playing as well as teaching.  

My great desire is that those who know me well 
might never doubt their preacher's blameless life. This 

group headed off to Bible college a few weeks after 
this picture was taken.

 

Philippians 2:15 “That ye may be blameless and harmless, the  sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world;”
 
We are in a perverse nation, surrounded by shame and vulgarity.  It is imperative that we 
be vigilant in order for our lights to shine in this dark world.  Though we live in this 
perverse nation, we are still to walk blamelessly.
 
Oh, dear preacher friend, God asks of us a blameless life.  Get rid of Hollywood's 
influence in your home.  Get your Internet holy or shut it off.  For the sake of your 
children, having no Internet in your home is the wisest choice. 



Adopt rules about counseling or giving rides to teen or adult ladies.
 
I have the same rule Brother Hyles suggested:  I only counsel a married lady one time.  No 
matter how desperate the situation, unless her husband comes in with her the next time, I 
never counsel her again.
 
In this world of texting and email, we must understand that words are  the way to a lady's 
heart.  Avoid any mode of communicating privately with ladies on a regular basis.
 
Blameless means no matter of what you are accused, nothing can be substantiated.  Our 
Lord was accused, but of course, no accusation was proven true.  If you are accused, may 
you be found blameless -- innocent of any accusation.  A court may even call you guilty, 
but everyone should know the accusation was fraudulent and part of a wicked plot (as 
with the trial of Naboth).
 

On occasion, we hold a Sunday night outdoor 
service which allows room for everyone to 

worship at the same service.
 

Why not vow to God to so live that your 
people would know their pastor or youth 

pastor is blameless.

 

The more perverse the world becomes, the more desperate they are  to see someone 
who brings the light of a blameless life into their darkened world.
 
Titus 1:6-7 “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not 
accused of riot or unruly.  For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not 
self-willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;”
 
These are  instructions to Titus as he executes his duty of finding acceptable  pastors for 
the churches in Crete.  It is no accident that the word blameless is repeated.  Keep your 
distance  from money; guard your vocabulary that it may always be  honorable; love the 
brethren, and bless those who attack you. 
 
For a bishop must be blameless... 
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